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From the General Mananger’s Desk
Welcome to this edition of the AW NRM 

Board newsletter. With the cooler weather 

and welcome rain in our region, our staff and 

project proponents have been working many 

hours in the field. The cooperation of workers 

and field support from communities is greatly 

appreciated and respected.

Since our last newsletter we have had the 

State Government election and now have 

a new Minister for Environment, Mr. Paul 

Caica. We wish to thank our previous Minister, 

Mr. Jay Weatherill, for his interest in our 

region. Further, we look forward to a positive 

working relationship with Minister Caica.

Recently the Board has met in Ceduna for two 

days. This was an opportunity for the Board 

members and staff to look over the new site 

at Thevanard as a relocation destination for 

Ceduna staff later this year. The Board also had 

presentations from two of our Ceduna staff, 

Paul Gregory and Teresa Gurney to bring us up 

to date with their programs.

Other key items discussed at the Board 

meeting were:

• A range of submissions on the regional plan 

following the close of public consultation. 

Changes will be made and a final version 

sent to the Minister

• An update from our Fire Officer for the 

region. Joe noted that he had met with 

CFS and Anangu community members 

regarding future training. Joe also indicated 

he was keen to have people to represent 

community councils or Board areas on the 

Fire Planning Steering Group

• Signed off on the final version of the 2010-

2013 Investment Strategy for Caring for our 

Country program.

The National NRM Knowledge Conference was 

held in Darwin in April. The national gathering 

of all Presiding Members and General 

Managers was held in Darwin in conjunction 

with this conference. Key areas of discussion 

at this national level were:

• Australian Government briefing on Caring 

for our Country.

• Linkages of Regional NRM plans to the 

Caring for our Country business plan.

• Review of the EPBC (Environment 

Protection and Biodiversity Conservation) 

Act.

• Landcare and its relationship to natural 

resource management.

• Collaborative working relationships.

• Carbon trading.

The key items arising from the National CEO/

General Manager’s meeting were:

• Feedback from the Caring for our Country  

2010-11 business plan

• Regional Boards to receive the bulk of the 

funds. Stakeholder relationships are very 

important and are to be progressed.

• The Commonwealth is continuing to try 

to simplify the Monitoring and Evaluation 

framework.

• Boards are encouraged to continue to 

supply good news stories about positive 

outcomes from projects.

• Where to from here in carbon economy.

• The need to continue to generate sound 

data and knowledge on which to base 

funding.

All our staff have held their quarterly gathering 

in Adelaide in April and spent considerable 

time refining the 2010 – 2013 project detail.

The Board (with new members) underwent a 

formal induction in May where they became 

familiar with all layers of NRM governance and 

learnt about their roles and responsibilities. We 

also took the opportunity to begin a training 

programme to ensure all board members have 

adequate capacity to fulfill their roles.

In June the Board is hosting an Aboriginal 

Woemns’ conference - creating the link 

between a healthy environment and a healthy 

community, an inforamtion flyer can be 

viewed on page two.
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Aboriginal Women’s Conference: Creating 
the link between a healthy environment 

and a healthy community.

The creating the link between a healthy environment and a healthy community June 2010 
Aboriginal women’s conference has come about as a result of community feedback. We 
are pleased to announce a conference to support the needs of Aboriginal women involved 
in natural resources management (NRM). With support from the Australian Government 
and the Alinytjara Wilurara NRM Board, the “creating the link between a healthy 
environment and a healthy community conference’ will be convened at the Standpipe Golf 
Motor Inn at Pt Augusta on the 17th and 18th of June. The conference will include 
presentations on: 
Current NRM projects - whats working and why?
New opportunities - support, mentoring and development
What is important to us: knowledge transfer
Traditional Fire Practices
Bush foods and Bush medicine.
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Threatened Flora in the southern 
landscapes of the Alinytjara Wilurara 
NRM region
In 2009 the Department for Environment and 

Heritage (DEH) produced an internal report 

- Regional Species Conservation Assessment 

Phase 1: Regional Species Status Assessments 

for the DEH west region.  This report was the 

culmination of a extensive desktop review 

and expert workshop assessment of all flora 

and fauna in the DEH west region, covering 

Eyre Peninsula, Gawler Ranges as well as the 

west and far west coastal areas.  The report 

provided an indication of conservation status 

and population trend for all 1900 native plant 

species known to occur in the region.

The AW NRM Board region only covers part 

of the DEH west region but the report and 

accompanying data has been an excellent 

starting point for considering priorities for 

threatened flora conservation activities in the 

Alinytjara Wilurara NRM region, specifically the 

southern landscapes of Nullarbor, the Bunda 

Cliffs, Yalata and the Yalata Coast, Yellabinna 

and Yumbarra and the Great Victoria Desert. 

From this and other inforamation, the Land 

Condition and Vegetation Officer, Karan 

Coombe-Smith, DEH’s Threatened Flora Officer, 

Doug Bickerton and Regional Ecologist, 

Matthew Ward to have developed a draft 

flora list of forty-one rated species in AW NRM 

Board’s southern landscapes. Fifteen of these 

will be concentrated on in the future 2010-13 

Caring for our Country regional investment.  

Activities will include:

•  locating plant populations from known 

records

• surveying for additional populations

• on-site investigation of populations 

including an assessment of threats such as 

grazing

• consideration of fire requirements

• further discussions with botanists, 

taxonomists and communities who may 

have knowledge of the species.

 

Another list was also compiled of sixteen 

Flora species which have no rating but 

are considered a high priority for further 

investigations.  These species generally are 

known from a single record or only a few 

records with many being data deficient 

meaning more work is required to clarify 

their status and significance.  After further 

investigation and risk assessment, these may 

prove worthy of nomination at the State or 

National level should they meet the necessary 

criteria, and may require additional activities 

to ensure they are conserved adequately.

For further information regrding the priorites 

currently being set for threatened flora in the 

Alinytjara Wilurara region please contact 

Karan on (08) 8357 3880

beach clean-up events are essential for the 

conservation of marine mammals. For further 

information on the MDS or the claving season 

of the Sothern Right Whales please contact 

Aude at the Ceduna office on (08) 8625 3706

Above: Coast and Marine Officer removing rope from the Yalata coast 
during the marine debris survey and the collection of rubbish at the 

end of the clean up. Photos: Saras Kumar DEH  ©
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Marine Debris Survey and Beach 
Clean-up
A marine debris survey (MDS) and beach 

clean-up was undertaken recently along the 

Yalata Coastline near the Head of Bight. It 

was collaborative work between Department 

for Environment and Heritage’s (DEH) Saras 

Kumar, the Great Australian Bight Marine Park 

Manager and Senior Ranger, Brett Dalzell and 

Robbie Sleep, Yalata IPA rangers, Alessandro 

Madonna, Yalata IPA coordinator and the 

Rangers: Marc Young, Teddy Edwards, Jamie 

Sandimar and Paul Doolan and the AW NRM 

Board’s Coast and Marine Officer, Aude Loisier.

The aim of the MDS was to assess the type of 

debris and where possible the origin of this 

debris to subsequently launch awareness 

programs among community, industry and all 

agencies. 

In the beach clean-up all teams worked 

together to collect rubbish over 20km of 

beach between the Head of the Bight and 

Tjitji Tjutaku campsite. Around 18 wool bags 

were filled up with rubbish and marine debris. 

Marine debris were removed to help decrease 

the likelihood of whale entanglement with the 

calving season of southern right whales which 

has now begun. 

The MDS survey was run along a 1km transect 

just east of Twin Rocks near the Head of the 

Bight. Teams slowly walked along the transect 

and back to gather all debris. The debris was 

sorted. Each group of objects were weighed 

and/or measured. Overall, a total weight of 

92kg of debris was collected along the transect 

which included: Plastics: 54kg including 

132km of ropes and nets: 50kg, Glass: 2 kg, 

Timber: 34kg, Fabric: 1.5kg, Rubber: 0.5kg. DEH 

collated the results.

This transect will now be monitored and 

assessed once every year. Such a monitoring 

program will help quantify and qualify the 

marine debris into the future along this 

coastline. Such programs combined to 
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The 2010 National Landcare Conference 

was held at the Morphettville Racecourse in 

March. The Board had a display booth at this 

conference as an opportunity to present our 

region, current planning process, past and 

current projects and to receive feedback and 

ideas from those at the conference. 

The booth was very busy and visitors were 

very impressed with our plan and the graphics.

This conference forum was a great success and 

a good opportunity fo the staff to promote our 

region.

National  Landcare Conference

Topt: Presiding Member Marilyn AhChee and Maralinga 
Tjarutja Board representative Chris Dodd during a break at 

the Landcare conference.
Bottom: General Manager Lorraine Rosenberg and Land 

Conditionand Vegetation Officer Karan Coombe-Smith 
speaking with community members.

Photos: AW NRM Board ©

Track rationalization – Yalata Coast
Too many tracks in the Yalata coastal area 

is a key concern for the sensitive coastal 

vegetation and ecosystem. It’s an area of 

important breeding grounds for a number of 

shorebirds including the vulnerable Hooded 

Plover. Restricting the area of certain tracks will 

increase the chances of its breeding success. 

When vehicles are restricted to the main tracks 

weed invasion is minimised.  

The Yalata coastal track rationalization project 

has been commenced using the latest GPS 

technology to accurately map all the tracks 

within the Yalata coastal region. The accurate 

mapping of tracks is also likely to provide good 

indications of dune movements.

The project began with Knowledge and 

Information Officer, Adam Wood, using 

ArcView (a computer desktop application) to 

identify and map each track using 2004 aerial 

imagery. Each track has a unique identitiy 

enabling the length, description, purpose and 

management recommendations of each track 

to be easily identified.

After the mapping, the data was loaded into 

ArcPad (palm size mobile mapping device).  In 

May, Adam and Project Officer Paul Gregory, 

commenced the ground truth using ArcPad. 

The ground truth confirmed that most tracks 

still exist, some had change routes due to 

the movement of dunes, some have been 

overgrown with vegetation and are not used, 

some have already previously blocked off 

by management and some new tracks were 

also found.  Additional Information related 

to the track, such as classifications and 

recommendations are also recorded. 

The ground truth has been completed from 

the northern most campsites Hilton all the 

way down to Granites. Paul will continue to 

use ground truth to complete the rest of the 

Yalata coastal areas including around the Head 

of Bight.

This new track information can also support 

work on feral weeds.  Each track can be 

“Marked” in the field using ArcPad to ensure 

every track in the area has been visited by 

NRM officers in search of weeds to satisfy the 

compliance procedures before moving on to 

another area. 

After completion of ground truth, Adam 

will produce a series of hard copy accurate 

maps with each track labeled with unique 

ID number for community consultations on 

the management recommendations. This 

consultation approach will help develop 

the operational plan for the Yalata Coast by 

highlighting priority areas for track closures.

Please contact Adam at the Adelaide office on 

(08) 8357 3880 for further information.

Above: Paul Gregory using the GPS to map Yalata coastline tracks and 
one of the tracks that staff have closed off to conserve the coastline.

Photos: AW NRM Board ©      

www.awnrm.sa.gov.au



Soil erosion and dust mitigation 
community project at Oak Valley School
This project has been developed with the Oak 

Valley School and delivered by AW NRM staff, 

Oak Valley CDEP and community members. 

The project included planning and delivering 

a water wise garden bed to reduce soil erosion 

and dust in the community and increase 

biodiversity in the school grounds. Project 

logistics included using permapine posts to 

border, mulching, and protecting existing 

established trees and shrubs. 

Students from the school used local 

seeds sourced by the women’s and school 

community projects and direct seeded into 

the mulch. The school are looking forward 

to seeing what germinates after winter rains, 

including eucalypts and some bush tucker 

species.  

This is a great project that involves the 

community and establishes the importance of 

natural resources management from a young 

age through the school system.

Above: The seeded garden beds around the Yalata school to help 
prevent soil erosion.

Right: Community pulling weeds in Oak Valley community and 
Philippa about to enjoy some bush tucker!.

Community getting a hold on their 
weeds!
An AW NRM Board community project is 

currently underway to assist the Oak Valley 

community control their weed problem.

This project included Maralinga Tjarutja 

Lands purchasing equipment and chemicals 

to deliver their own weed control program 

to reduce the invasive weed Buffel Grass 

(Cenchrus ciliaris) in and around the 

community.

Through the Caring for our Country Schools 

program, students and staff from the Oak 

Valley School participated in a weed control 

program in March, by hand pulling the invasive  

species caltrop (Tribulus terrestris) both in 

the school yards and around the community. 

Students participated in the exercise which 

also included plant identification. Extensive 

amounts of the weed were hand pulled on the 

day. AW NRM Board staff will be monitoring 

the weeded plots in the coming months.

Knowledge transfer day at Oak Valley
Students from the Oak Valley School and 

community members and traditional elders

participated in a knowledge transfer day in 

May. This day was initiated by the Board’s 

Program Manager Philippa Schmucker to form 

part of a community project she is currently 

running.

A great day was had by all, learning about 

sourcing bush tucker such as maku (witchetty 

grub) and Kulkula (bush bananas), and  

collecting seed for the Oak Valley nursery.

For more information or if you would like to 

be involved with this great community project 

please contact Philippa at the Ceduna office 

on (08) 8357 3880.
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Oak valley nursery and seed collection
As part of the Caring for our Country 

community projects, Program Manager 

Philippa Schmucker has been working with 

some of the traditional ladies at Oak Valley to 

follow up from the recent 2009 summer seed 

collections. 

Ladies from the Oak Valley community 

cleaned and stored dry seed of plants that 

are culturally important for either food or 

bush medicines. The group also collected 

seed on the Maralinga Tjarutja Lands to 

contribute to the seed bank for nursery 

propagation and direct seeding. 

Seeds are currently drying in the nursery 

compound and being used for dust 

mitigation and a seed trial project in the 

community.

In addition the ladies have been encouraging 

students from the Oak Valley school to 

participate with seed collection trips and 

have held several knowledge transfer 

sessions. Such sessions have enabled the 

children to learn from their respected elders 

in areas of:

• seed cleaning

• how to use seed sleeves

• correct seed storage

• the importance of certain species of seed 

for either medicine or food

• seed propigation

Students participated in seed cleaning 

and storage, and propagation in the 

shadehouse. Students learnt important 

lessons from their elders which they can in 

turn use in a practical sense. Sessions have 

been a success with keen participants from the 

elder and younger generations of 

the community. For further information 

on seed collections, knowledge transfer 

programs, school programs or the Oak Valley 

nursery please contact Philippa Schmucker at 

the Ceduna office on (08) 8625 3706
All photos this page: Oak Valley community working with AW NRM 

Board staff on community projects.
Photos: AW NRM Board ©
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When is a grassland not a grassland? 
Recent work has been undertaken on mapping 

Yalata’s Lomandra ‘grasslands’.  Lomandra is 

not a true grass but is more closely related to 

the grass-trees, Xanthorrhoea species, which 

are familiar to many people.  The Lomandra 

community is called a ‘grassland’ because 

Lomandra is ‘grass-like’, having few or no trees 

or shrubs and the tussocks of Lomandra are 

the dominant feature.

Two days were spent surveying part of Yalata 

for Lomandra patches with nine patches 

being mapped covering ninety hectares.  

Patches ranged from one hectare in size 

up to about twentyfive hectares.  The area 

was assessed for weeds, rabbit and wombat 

grazing and impacts of tracks.  

Interestingly, every patch had wombat 

warrens in the vicinity and, at the majority of 

warrens, horehound (Marrubrium vulgare) 

was present on the disturbed soil from warren 

digging but had not spread widely through 

the patches. Radiating out from all active 

warrens to a diameter of several hundred 

metres was a circle where the spear-grass 

looked well grazed by wombats.  There was 

no evidence of any grazing of Lomandra. 

Little evidence of current rabbit activity was 

found but, at many sites there was evidence 

of high numbers of field mice. The impact of 

introduced mice to the Lomandra grassland 

areas is unknown, but given the level of 

disturbance, is worthy of further investigation.

Key threats to the survival of the community 

may include grazing and weed invasion, 

vehicle traffic through the grassland (tracks 

through the grassland areas appear to remain 

obvious for a long time, probably due to low 

recovery rates of compacted soils and plants), 

formed road maintenance activities and  

fragmentation.  

Recommendations have been drafted for 

future activities including:

• further surveys to determine the current 

and historical extent of the grassland 

and the animals and plants living in the 

community, particularly annual herbaceous 

species

• monitoring to learn more about the levels 

of recruitment and death, growth rates 

and changes to habitat and physical 

environments

• weed management, particularly horehound 

around wombat warrens 

• exclusion of any sheep grazing from 

remnant patches in the AW NRM region

• providing further information to 

communities and stakeholders

• increasing people’s awareness and 

understanding of the significance of 

Lomandra grassland

• minimising soil disturbance and vehicles in 

and around patches

• consider the available information in 

liaison with DEH and grassland experts 

to determine whether the community is 

worthy of listing at the state or federal level 

in its own right.

Above right: Karan Coombe-Smith surveying Lomandra grasslands 
at Yalata

Right: Lomandra grasslands
All photos: AW NRM Board ©

Progress on the Alinytjara Wilurara Draft 
Regional NRM Plan
The draft regional NRM plan for the Alinytjara 

Wilurara region moves another step closer to 

finalisation with the formal public consultation 

closing in February after a ten-week 

consultation period. 

More than 200 copies of the plan package, 

consisting of the draft plan, C.D. and 

community summary document were 

distributed. Four public meetings were 

undertaken and five government agency 

meetings. All communities were formally 

provided with copies of the plan package and 

asked to contribute by providing feedback.  

At the close of consultation, formal responses 

were received from four non-government 

organisations/groups, one private individual 

and eight government agencies and NRM-

related committees.  

Feedback was generally positive on the overall 

draft plan, its presentation, layout, language 

and content.  Many of the issues raised during 

the consultation can be addressed in the final 

plan through additional text or changes to 

text, maps and figures.  Some issues raised 

were beyond the responsibility of the Board i.e. 

the region’s level of funding and mining. These 

have been highlighted in the submission to 

the Minister. For any planning enquiries please 

contact Karan at our Adelaide office.

Above: AW NRM regional plan. Photo: Ecocreative ©
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Proposed meeting dates for 2010 for 
the AW NRM Board:
• July 28 and 29 - 2010 - Yalata

• September – 15 & 16 - (TBA)

• November – 9 & 10 - (TBA)

Please note that all meeting dates and venues 

are subject to last minute changes. Public are 

welcome as observers.

For further information or agendas please 

contact Garry at the Adelaide office on 

(08) 8357 3880.
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Neighbours’ Day at Coorabie
On a warm autumn day the first Neighbours’ 

Day was held at the Coorabie Progress 

Association’s shed with all neighbours in 

the area invited.  Several neighbouring 

farmers, Eyre Peninsula NRM’s Ceduna-based 

Authorised Officers, DEH Ceduna Ranger 

staff including the new District Manager, and 

Yalata’s Indigenous Protected Area 

Coordinator attended, along with AW NRM 

staff. Unfortunately, Yalata community 

leaders were unable to attend due to the 

meeting coinciding with a funeral.

It was the first time that the group had been 

gathered together and provided a good 

opportunity to discuss cross-border issues.  

The neighbours group were provided with 

an overview of the Alinytjara Wilurara region 

and programs including discussions on 

local or relevant issues such as AW NRM 

Board’s collaborative work with Yalata land 

management on boxthorn control, rabbits 

and coastal management.  

Farmers were interested to hear AW NRM’s 

Authorised Officer Teresa Gurney, speak on 

biosecurity work to keep weeds out of the 

region and the strong emphasis on halting 

the spread of buffel grass in the southern part 

of the region.  Factsheets were provided on 

weeds including buffel grass, so that farmers 

could alert NRM staff if they saw any buffel 

grass.

Further discussion occurred on Eyre 

Peninsula NRM Board’s work in protecting the 

nationally endangered West Coast mintbush 

(Prostanthera calycina) from rabbits in the 

Coorabie area.  There was general agreement 

that rabbits were a problem that couldn’t be 

easily overcome and would requiring 

on-going work. 

Farmers issues were the control of wombats 

and funding for fencing, 

particularly on the border with Yalata.  

Encouragingly, the neighbours group didn’t 

raise any additional cross-border issues that 

required AW NRM Board needed to address.

The afternoon finished with a barbeque in the 

setting sun and a commitment from AW NRM 

Board staff to maintain communication with 

it’s neighbours. 

The Neighbours’ Day was an initiative of the 

AW NRM Board’s regional allocation under the 

Caring for our Country’s Sustainable Farming 

program.

For inforamtion regarding the next planned 

neighbours day please contact Karan on 

Phone: (08) 8357 3880 Mobile: 0429 027 425

Above: AW NRM staff members Karan Coombe-Smith, Paul Gregory 
and Teresa Gurney hosting the Coorabie neighbours day.

Events
Aboriginal Women’s Conference - 
Creating the link between a healthy 
environment and a healthy community.
17th and 18th of June 2010 at the

Standpipe Golf Motor Inn, Port Augusta

Please contact Danielle for further information 

on Phone: (08) 8357 3880 

or Email: comms@aboriginalnrm.com.au

Third National Indigenous Land & Sea 
Management Conference
“Leading Sustainable Traditions”
Held at Broken Hill 19th – 22nd October 2010

For further information contact:

Mark Sutton Phone: 043 229 3 445 or

Email: mutawintjimurdi@yahoo.com.au

The Natural Resources Management 
Council. 
Meets regularly, usually on the first Friday of 

each month in meeting rooms 1 & 2, Plant 

Research Centre, Waite Campus, Urrbrae.

Phone: (08) 8463 6851

Email: dwlbcnrmcouncil@saugov.sa.gov.au

www.awnrm.sa.gov.au


