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I would firstly like to acknowledge
Marilyn Ah Chee who completed her
term as Presiding Member of the Board
on 15 December 2010, along with six
Presiding Members from across the
state. Marilyn was presented with a
plaque recognising her service to the
AW Board at our meeting in Broken Hill
on 1 November 2010.

Marilyn’s contribution to the Board was
also recognised by the Hon Paul Caica
MP, Minister for Environment and
Conservation. In a presentation to the
retiring Presiding Members on 9
December 2010, the Minister noted
that “Marilyn AhChee, Presiding
Member of the Alinytjara Wilurara (AW)
NRM Board, has always been ready
and willing to make the long journey
across the state to undertake Board
business and her understanding of
Aboriginal culture has been of great
benefit”. We thank Marilyn for her
contribution to the Board and wish her
well with any future endeavours.

The Minister has recently considered
nominations for the Presiding Members
and I am pleased to announce that
Parry Agius was appointed as Presiding
Member of AW NRM Board on 24
February 2011. Parry is known to many
of you in his capacity as a Board

Member since July 2008 and will be
an excellent Presiding Member given
his knowledge of Government and his
willingness to support Anangu in
determining management of natural
resources within the region. Parry is
the Chief Executive Officer of South
Australian Native Title Services and he
has a long and proud history in

securing recognition of
Native Title and
Indigenous Land Use
Agreements for
Aboriginal people across
much of regional South
Australia. Parry will be a
strong leader for the AW
region with a strategic
focus on advancing NRM
delivery in partnership
with the community.

It has been a busy time
since the last edition of
Caring for Country. Then
Presiding Member
Marilyn Ah Chee,
Program leader Neil
Collins and I have

travelled to Umuwa in the APY Lands to
meet with the APY Executive and staff
from APY Land Management. Our visit
was supported by the General Manager
of APY, Chris Malcolm and we were well
received. We provided a
detailed briefing on the
AW NRM Plan together
with information about
current projects and
priorities operating
across the broader
Region. APY have been
undertaking a review of
the operations of their
organisation and AW
NRM Board staff have
had an opportunity to
make a contribution to
this process. Neil and I
encountered some wet weather on
this trip, which has continued
throughout summer.

Our Board meeting at Broken Hill was
notable for the participation and
contributions made by all Board
members. Broken Hill may seem an
unusual choice for a meeting location,
but it was chosen to facilitate Board
members attending the Land and Sea
Conference which followed on from our
meeting. Lorna Dodd, ably supported
by Ceduna based Program Manager
Philippa Schmucker, did a great job in
presenting a poster on our successful
Women Conference held in June 2010.
Similarly, I would like to acknowledge
Rose Lester who presented a paper on
the Board’s Fire Management Plan at
the Ecological Society of Australia
Conference in Canberra from 6-10
December 2010.

Philippa Schmucker, Neil Collins and I
also travelled to Oak Valley in the
Maralinga Tjarutja Lands to meet with
staff and members from the MT
Council. I am pleased to advise that
Board member Mima Smart has
recently been appointed as
Chairperson of the MT council. Well
done Mima. Whilst there were a
number of issues of concern to the
Council and the wider community, the
discussions were very worthwhile.
However, we were disappointed to learn
that the house that was used by the
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Neil Collins, Programm Leader and Trevor Naismith,
General Manager were approaching

the storm on their way to the APY Lands
Photo: Trevor Naismith

Presiding Member, Marilyn AhChee received a plaque from
General Manager, Trevor Naismith at the Board meeting

in Broken Hill in November 2010



Australian Native Title Services
(SANTS). SANTS is the Native Title
Representative Body for South
Australia. Parry played a key role in
settling the complex and divisive issue
of overlapping native title claims in SA
and is recognised by the South
Australian Government as the main
architect of native title resolution in
South Australia. Parry actively
promotes the use of Indigenous Land
Use Agreements (ILUA) under the
Native Title Act. The Native Title
Services, through Parry, has a national
profile; making valuable contributions
to the Australian native title scene.

Parry has had a lifetime’s experience
dealing with Aboriginal issues, coming
from a family involved in caring for and
protecting Aboriginal rights.

Parry has received a Centenary Medal
from the Prime Minister for his
contributions to the community. He is a
member of the South Australian
Government’s Economic Development
Board’s Community Attitudes Round
Table. He was the Chairperson of the
National Indigenous Working Group on
Native Title (1998 – 2000) and is
Editor of “Aboriginal Way”, South
Australia’s only Indigenous newspaper.

the Department for Water has been
invited to attend Board meetings and
provided report on other water
management initiatives, adopted by
other Aboriginal communities across
South Australia.

I would like to welcome two new staff
to the AW NRM Board- Belinda Berry
joined the Board as Executive Officer
on 27 October 2010 and John-Henry
Taylor has recently been appointed to
the Buffel Grass Control Officer
position based in Ceduna. (See
profiles elsewhere in this edition).

Parry Agius and I attended a workshop
to assist in developing the State NRM
Plan. This plan provides over arching
guidance on the management of
natural resources across South
Australia.

We look forward to the adoption of our
AW NRM Plan in 2011. Our next
Board meeting is on April 13-14 in
Umuwa (APY Lands) and we encourage
community members to come along
and alert Board members of any
concerns they have about the
management of natural resources in
the Alinytjara Wilurara Region.

I look forward to working with you
throughout 2011.

Trevor Naismith

Belinda Berry was appointed as the
new Executive Officer for the AW NRM
Board and commenced with the Board
on Wednesday 27 October 2010.

As the Executive Officer, Belinda’s
primary responsibilities are to provide
executive support to the Regional
Manager and the AW Board members.
Her duties also include providing
corporate support to staff of AW NRM
including updating TRIM, assisting with
travel arrangements and the first point
of contact for all stakeholders.

Belinda came to AW NRM from the
Department for Environment and
Natural Resources where she worked
as Executive Assistant to the Director of
Visitor Management, Policy
Directorate. Belinda’s previous
positions include Executive Support
Officer within the office of Minister Jay

Welcome to the new
Presiding Member
of AW NRM Board
The Alinytjara Wilurara Natural
Resources Management Board is
pleased to welcome Mr Parry Agius as
its new Presiding Member. Parry has
been a productive member of AW NRM
Board since July 2008 and is currently
the Chief Executive Officer of South

AW NRM Board as an operational base
for the Maralinga Tjarutja Lands would
not be available to us in 2011, which
has the potential to compromise our
role supporting Anangu in MT.

The integration or bringing together of
the AW NRM Board and the
Department for Environment and
Natural Resources continues and Peter
Alexander, Director of the Regional
Integration project with DENR and
Fiona Gill, Senior Project Officer have
met with AW NRM staff to provide an
update. Integration means that
Alinytjara Wilurara NRM Board is now a
full Region within the Department for
Environment and Natural Resources
with a broader range of roles and
responsibilities. Accordingly, you may
have noticed that my title has changed
from General Manager to Regional
Manager. Peter Alexander and Fiona
Gill will be invited to attend future AW
NRM meetings in order that the
members can be kept informed about
this key project.

The first Board meeting for 2011 was
held in Ceduna on 2-3 February. The
meeting was well chaired by Rose
Lester as the selection process for the
Presiding Member position was yet to
be finalised.Water management
continues to be of concern to the
Board. Glen Scholz, an Ecologist from
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AW Presiding Member, Parry Agius

AW Executive Officer, Belinda Berry

AW NRM Board welcomed
Belinda Berry as its new
Executive Officer

Weatherill MP (then Minister for
Environment and Conservation) and
Administration Assistant for the
Children on APY Lands Commission of
Inquiry.

Belinda works from the reception desk
of the Goodwood Road office and is
usually the voice you hear when you
ring the Adelaide office.

Continued next page



Mallee fowl monitoring
At the end of October 2010, Program Manager, Philippa Schmucker and Authorised
Officer, Teresa Gurney did a field trip to the MT Lands scoping bird survey sites, doing
sand plot (animal track) monitoring, mapping, controlling and monitoring weeds,
and revisiting Malleefowl (Ngananmara) sites.

Some of the previous Malleefowl observations from the AW southern region were
relocated and observations were made at these sites.

One site in particular had major Malleefowl activity with both the male and female
birds working the nest to get ready to lay eggs only a short distance away from
where observations were taken.

Despite the Malleefowl’s wide distribution, the species is considered to be
threatened across its range. In South Australia, the species is listed as Vulnerable
under the National Parks and Wildlife Act, 1972. The current distribution of
Malleefowl is not well known in remote areas throughout Australia, therefore it is
important to collect data on the species distribution (range or area the species
covers), abundance (numbers), and habitat preferences (where they like to live),
in order to recommend conservation actions to ensure the Malleefowl’s survival.

Research has shown that Malleefowl
survival will depend on conservation
efforts to address:

• Loss of habitat (clearing, fires)
• Remnant vegetation decline
(salinity, grazing)

• Introduced animals
(e.g. foxes, cats, rabbits, camels)

• Isolated remnants
• Greater Community awareness

The AW NRM Board look forward to further
investigating Ngananmara in the AW region
and working closely with Anangu community
members to assist in field work.

Further information please contact Philippa Schmucker, AW NRM Program Manager
on (08) 8625 3706
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Motion sensor camera capturing Malleefowl
working its nest in the MT Lands

Adult Malleefowl preparing a nest in the MT Lands

Bicycle lizard (Ctenophorus cristatus)
near the Maralinga bitumen

Animal track surveys

Parry is the Chair of the South
Australian Aboriginal Advisory Council.
His role finishes on 30th April 2011
but he is seeking State Government
consideration to extend his tenure.
Parry has been awarded an Honorary
Associate, Department of Human
Geography, Macquarie University. Parry
is also currently the new chair of the
South Australian Aboriginal Advisory
Council.

AW NRM Board members and staff are
looking forward to work with Parry and
in close involvement and partnerships
with communities in caring for their
country and working together to lessen
the region’s environmental problems.

Further information please contact
AW’s Adelaide office on
(08) 8357 3880



Management Conference. For over
three and a half days, through
plenaries and workshops, conference
delegates explored, discussed and
debated on themes such as Caring for
Country-land and Caring for Country-
water, governance and leadership,
climate change and carbon markets
and economic development and
innovation. Delegates can also discuss
the Indigenous Advisory Committee’s
draft National Caring for Country
strategy.

Representing the AW NRM Board were
Board members including Marilyn
AhChee, Mima Smart, Parry Agius,
Anna Lennon, Lois Fraser, Chris Dodd
and Brian Queama, the AW Program
Manager, Philippa Schmucker who
assisted the Sandy Bore Project
Manager, Lorna Dodd with her
poster.presentation entitled “Women’s
Land Management projects using
traditional and contemporary
knowledge for land and biodiversity
outcomes”. Climate change and water
management were high on the agenda,
with a wealth of speakers sharing their
knowledge.

The National Indigenous Land and Sea
Management Conference was held
from 2-5 November 2010 in Broken
Hill. The Conference is held every two
years and hosted by an Indigenous
community. It is the opportunity for
delegates to share knowledge and
experiences and exchange ideas for
sustainable natural resource and
cultural heritage management. It is
also a time for the Aboriginal people to

come together to showcase their region
and take part in a truly national
Indigenous event. Around 600
delegates from across the country
gathered in Broken Hill for the third
National Indigenous Land and Sea

National Indigenous Lands and Sea Management Conference

The Ecological Society of Australia
(ESA) held its annual conference
between the 5th and 10th of
December 2010 in Canberra. This
particular conference also celebrated
the 50th anniversary of the Society
with a record number of conference
delegate registrations and paper
presentations. Representing AW NRM
at the conference was AW regional
member Rose Lester and the region’s
Fire Officer, Joe Stelmann. Rose
presented a paper that highlighted the
AW regional fire program. Entitled,
“Managing waru (fire), traditional and
contemporary burning of country for
ecological and cultural outcomes”, the
paper was offered under the symposia
theme of: “Indigenous and western
ecological knowledge for future land
management”. Approximately 150
people attended her presentation.

Rose’s presentation was excellent with
a number of the session’s attendees
catching up with her during the break
that followed both applauding her
presentation and requesting follow-up
information.

Professor Marcia Langton was patron
of the event, while well-known
Australian personality Ernie Dingo also
took to the stage.

Inspirational presenters shared plenary
sessions on ranger programs working
hard at caring for their country.

The outcomes of this Conference were to:
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Board member, Rose Lester gave her
presentation at the Ecological Society of
Australia Annual Conference in Canberra

in December 2010

Philippa Schmucker, Laura Mitchell and
Jeannie Robin having their photo taken with
Ernie Dingo at the National Indigenous Land

and Sea Management Conference at
Broken Hill in November 2010

Philippa Schmucker, Program Manager and
Lorna Dodd at the National Indigenous Land

and Sea Management Conference
in November 2010

Rose has offered to re-write the
presentation notes ‘in language’ and
suggested that the AW region could put
the resulting updated PowerPoint on its
web site and invite all of the schools in
the AW region to down load and utilise
the result.

The “Indigenous and western ecological
knowledge for future land
management” symposia was one of the
most popular subject themes
presented at this conference going by
the numbers who attended the various
paper presentations. This strongly
demonstrates the interest this subject
matter has amongst Australia’s

AW NRM fire program presentation at the Ecological Society of Australia Annual Conference,
Canberra 2010

ecologists. Rose’s paper and
presentation fitted in well with this
year’s symposia theme with several
following presenters referred to it as an
example to items that they were
demonstrating and conveying as well.

Further presentations will be developed
as the AW regional fire program
develops and delivers its many on
ground outcomes in partnership with
the traditional owners of the region.

Further information please contact Joe
Stelmann, AW NRM Fire Officer
on (08) 8357 3880.

• bench-mark guide to measure
ongoing progress across a range of
natural resource and cultural
heritage management issues;

• framework for future National
Indigenous Land and Sea
Management Conference hosts.

Further information please contact
Philippa Schmucker, AW NRM Program
Manager on (08) 8625 3706



Mt. Finke is an odd sight. After driving
on Goog’s Track, driving up and down
what seems like the never-ending sand
dunes of Yumbarra and Yellabinna,
suddenly looming in the distance is a
very big hill or ‘mountain’ rising out of
the flat surrounds. This is Mt. Finke, an
isolated hill of quartzite, covering a
length of approximately five kilometres
and a width of two kilometres.
(Quartzite is a light grey rock that
started off as sandstone but changed
and hardened under heat and pressure
to form the harder quartzite).

Mt. Finke is home to many species of
plants including the Grevillea
treueriana, commonly known as the Mt.
Finke Grevillea. Mt Finke Grevillea is a
shrub that can reach 1.5 metres high
by 1.5 metres wide with stiff, aromatic
and sharp leaves, perhaps the leaves

offering some protection from grazing.
Most people know of Grevilleas
because of their beautiful flowers,
known as toothbrush or spider flowers.
But the ‘toothbrush’ flower of the Mt
Finke Grevillea is, like many Grevilleas,
a cluster of flowers hanging downwards
from the ends of the branches,
providing a nectar source over winter
and spring. Grevillea flowers can
produce so much nectar that they
literally ‘drip’ nectar making them very
attractive to birds such as honeyeaters
and bees. In many parts of Australia,
Grevillea flowers were also a traditional
favourite among Aborigines for their
nectar which could be shaken onto the
hand to enjoy, or mixed with a little
water to make a sweet drink.
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Investigations undertaken for
the flora of Mt. Finke

Grevillea treueriana, Special Flora of Mt Finke.

The Mt. Finke Grevillea is special, not
only because it is a beautiful flower,
but also because the only place it

occurs is on
the slopes and
crest of Mt
Finke. This has
resulted in it
being listed as
Vulnerable
under
Australian and
State
conservation
legislation. The
staff of the
Alinytjara
Wilurara region
is working on
this species to
ensure its
future
conservation.
Even though
Mt. Finke is

protected in the Yellabinna reserve,
there haven’t been a lot of
investigations undertaken for the flora
of Mt. Finke. For example, we don’t
know the total number of Grevilleas on
Mt. FInke, whether there are enough
young shrubs to replace the old and
dying shrubs. Is seed germination
linked to particular events -
temperatures, humidity, rainfall or fire,
or is the plant dependant on
pollination by a particular insect or
bird? Or are there are any other
threats to seedlings or mature shrubs?
On our first site visit to the Grevillea, it
looked like grazing by kangaroos or
rabbits wasn’t a problem for the prickly
mature shrubs, but we don’t know what
happens to seedlings. We need to

continue our investigations to better
understand this species and to be
confident that it will survive in healthy
numbers into the future.

Further information please contact
Karan Smith,
AW NRM Land Condition
and Vegetation Officer
on (08) 8357 3880



Mulloway Monitoring Project
The second season of the mulloway monitoring project along the
Yalata Coast is now finished.

The AW regional staff in conjunction with the Yalata Land
Management team conducted weekly interviews with the
recreational fishers during the mulloway season along the Yalata
Coast for the second year.

This season, on-ground support was received from Saras Kumar,
Manager from the Great Australian Bight Marine Park and Louise
Mortimer, Coastal Management Officer from the EP region, who
assisted with the interviews on two separate occasions. Four
volunteers also assisted in the field with interviews.

The information collected is predominately focused on the
mulloway species but data on the number of other fish species
caught is also recorded during the interviews.

The data collected on the mulloway includes the location and date
of the catch, the fish size, the sex and maturity stage, and whether
the fish was kept or released.

The analysis of the data collected until Christmas 2010 showed
that 33 fishing groups were interviewed with an average of 4 people
per group representing approximately 1,100 hours of fishing over
94 days. This translated to an estimated fishing effort of 10 hours
per day and per group.

From the 33 interviews, a total of 112 mulloway were caught,
representing an estimate catch effort of 8.5 hours per fish. From
this total catch, 45% of the mulloway were retained and 55% were
released due to bag and size limits. No information was recorded
on the mortality rate of the mulloway after release.

Some tissue samples and the otoliths (ear bones) were removed
from the mulloway carcasses left at the campsites or provided on-
site by the fishermen.

The tissue samples are collected for genetic analysis to determine
the biology and population genetics of the Far West Coast mulloway.
The results will help assess whether there is any relationship
between the Far West Coast mulloway and other mulloway
populations in Australia.

The otoliths’ function is to provide balance and some form of
hearing to the fish. They are located in a bony chamber in the head
of the fish above the final vertebrae. The otoliths, commonly known
as ‘jewels’, are often kept as trophy by the recreational fishers. The
otoliths are also important for research as they can help determine
the age of the fish by examining the growth rings, similar to that of
a tree. Other important information that can be found from
examining the otoliths includes water condition and chemistry
which can determine the fish’s habitat and life history.

All interviews with the fishermen are now finished for the season
2010-2011.We look forward to the results of the second year of
monitoring to assess some potential trends or patterns in harvested
mulloway. Such knowledge will help us better understand the
potential impacts on the mulloway stock on the Far West Coast of
SA which, in turns will inform better management to secure this
precious fish resource for generations to come.

For more information read the report from the first season of
mulloway monitoring on the Yalata Coast available on the web at
the following link:

http://www.sardi.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/147925/No_483_Development_of
_an_On-site_Recreational_Fishery_Survey_for_mulloway_in_the_Yalata_Indigenous_Protected_Area.pdf

Or contact Paul Gregory, AW NRM Project Officer and Aude Loisier, AW NRM Coast and Marine Officer on (08) 8625 3706
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A bronze whaler shark caught at Geue’s hole

SARDI scientific officer and AW Coast and Marine Officer
removing the otoliths from a mulloway head

A large mulloway caught at Yalata Beach by Andrew Alderson,
a school teacher from Yalata. Photo: Andrew Alderson

AW NRM staff and a volunteer conducting a recreational fishing
survey at Bob’s Kitchen campsite
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Teaming Up To Tackle Marine Debris in the Far West
The Eyre Peninsula and the Alinytjara
Wilurara Natural Resources
Management Boards, in collaboration
with the Yalata Land Management
team and the Yalata School, have
joined forces to help tackle the threat
of marine debris on the beaches of the
far west coast of South Australia. At the
start of November 2010 a team of
students, teachers and natural
resources management officers
undertook a marine debris survey at
Mexican Hat Beach to collect rubbish
found washed ashore and help to
educate local school children about
some of the threats to our unique
coast and marine environment.

Both regions NRM Boards undertake
regular surveys at sites along their
coastline to monitor and collect marine
debris as part of regional management
programs. This survey process includes
collecting, categorizing and recording
the different sorts of rubbish, as well as
looking at long term trends in the
abundance of the different categories
of rubbish washed up on the beaches.

Louise Mortimer, Coastal Management
Officer with the Eyre Peninsula Natural
Resources Management Board, said
that the site of Mexican Hat was
chosen for the collection because it is
a popular holiday spot for people from
both regions.

“One of the best ways to help raise
community awareness about the
marine debris problem is to talk to the
youth who uses these beaches as
special holiday spots each year.

This site was also chosen because it’s
a natural collection point in the
coastline, where rubbish from both
local and international waters gets
carried along on ocean currents,
trapped within the bays and deposited
on the beach.”

Both regions also run educational and
capacity building sessions with schools
to help children understand why
marine debris is so damaging to the
environment. Aude Loisier, Coast and
Marine Officer with the Alinytjara
Wilurara Natural Resources
Management Board, has been working
on the marine debris management
program within the Yalata IPA region in
collaboration with Saras Kumar, the
Great Australia Bight Marine Park
manager.

Marine debris collected along the
1 km long transect at Mexican Hat Beach

“Part of the process of undertaking
marine debris surveys was to give a
short presentation to the children
highlighting the effect of marine debris
on our environment.”

Marine debris can have a particularly
damaging effect to wildlife when they
become entangled or ingest debris,
mistaking it for food. Surveys in
northern Australia have discovered
alarming rates of entanglement in nets
and ropes, whilst studies of some
animals such as seabirds and sea
turtles found washed up on beaches
have identified large amounts of
plastics in their stomach contents.

“Because the Great Australian Bight is
an important area for iconic marine
species like southern right whales,
Australian sea lions and various
seabird species, the risks associated
with having things like plastics, rope
and net floating around in the ocean is
quite high.

“Taking the kids out to the beach to do
the survey is a great way of showing
them that caring for the coast can be
fun, as well as good for the
environment, Miss Loisier said. “We are
hoping to also do some interesting
marine-inspired artwork with the
rubbish we have collected to help
spread the message about marine
debris.”

Marine Debris Surveys are conducted
at sites throughout the Eyre Peninsula
and the far west. Coast and Marine
Officers in both regions are available to
help community groups and individuals
set up survey sites so they can help
care for their local coastlines. For more
information please contact your local
NRM Coast and Marine Officer:

AWNRM Region

Aude Loisier
Coast and Marine Officer
(08) 8625 3607

EPNRM Region

Louise Mortimer
Coast and Marine Management Officer
Western/Central Eyre Peninsula
(08) 8626 1108

Yalata secondary school children collecting marine debris along Mexican Hat Beach

Yalata secondary school children sorting the
marine debris after collection

Photo: Andrew Alderson



The long and mild winter may have
delayed the breeding season. The
dramatic weather events happening
prior and during the survey, such as the
electrical storm we had on day 2 of the
monitoring, may have played an
important role in the presence or
absence as well as the distribution of

the birds along the beach. This could
explain why the hooded plovers were
observed in lower numbers in
December 2010.

The final count at the end of the
summer season, which coincides with
the end of the breeding season, will
help re-assess the number of
shorebirds along the coastline and in
particular hooded plovers. The hooded
plover is a vulnerable species in SA
and therefore requires particular
attention.

We are currently analysing the long-
term dataset of the shorebirds and the
threats along the Yalata coast. The
results will inform future visitation
management strategies and the long-
term monitoring methods.

A field trip is planned in April to record
the presence of shorebirds post
breeding season. It is hoped that we
can record higher numbers of hooded
plovers!

For more information please contact
please contact Aude Loisier,
AW NRM Coast and Marine Officer
on (08) 8625 3607
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The Alinytjara Wilurara NRM coastline
was surveyed for shorebirds during the
first two weeks of December 2010. The
planning of such monitoring was very
tedious.With Christmas not far away,
there was not much time to postpone
the fieldwork. The survey required
walking around 50 km of coastline with
a detailed attention to nesting birds
and in particular hooded plovers. Six
AWNRM and Port Lincoln DENR staff
actively participated in the survey of
the 6 transects across 4 days.

The aim of the survey was to count all
shorebirds along the Yalata coast and
assess the threats. This result will
contribute to the Birds Australia’s
national database within the national
program of shorebirds 2020. The
threats were assessed for 4 rare and
vulnerable species of resident
shorebirds: hooded plover, red-capped

plover, sooty oystercatcher and pied
oystercatcher. These 4 species of birds
were recorded as part of the National
Biennial Count.

All staff worked together to collect the
information in the field despite all
weather conditions given the massive
electrical storm and the strong hot
northerly winds in the first 2 days of
monitoring.

The development of an Arcpad
application on the PDA enabled a very
efficient data collection of bird
numbers and threats. All staff really
enjoyed using the PDA and gave great
feedback to improve the application for
future surveys.

A total of 25 different species of
resident and migratory shorebirds were
observed during the December 2010
surveys. Four pairs of hooded plover
and one adult on its own were counted
along the coastal stretch, representing
a total number of 9 adults. This is lower
than what was recorded in December
2009; where 15 adults of hooded
plovers were sighted.

One pair of hooded plover, between
Granites and Coombra, clearly
displayed breeding behaviour. The
distressed and aggressive behaviour of
sooty oystercatchers nearby
undoubtedly indicated that a hooded
plover chick was in the area.
Unfortunately we could not locate the
chick. It is possible that the hooded
plover pairs were further away in the
sand blow-outs to nest. This would
explain why they were not sighted.
Such nesting behaviour was observed
in the past along the Yalata coast by
Terry Denis who recorded a nest as far
as 500 m from the water mark.

Monitoring shorebirds along Yalata Coast - December 2010

The team scoping for shorebirds and
entering the data using a PDA

The team identifying a grey plover
near Coombra lagoon

A pair of hooded plover near Coombra
Photo: Aude Loisier

Red-capped plover displaying the broken wing
behaviour to attract attention and lead the

visitors away from a nest or a chick
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Every winter the southern right whales
migrate north from the cold Antarctic
waters to aggregate for breeding and
mating in our coastal waters. The Head
of the Bight within the Great Australian
Bight Marine Park is Australia’s largest
aggregation ground for the southern
right whales. Twenty years of monitoring
has enabled over 1,000 individuals to
be identified through photographs.
Many of these animals have been re-
sighted over the years enabling the
breeding rates and the age of the first
reproduction to be determined. The
Head of the Bight population is
currently increasing at a rate of 7.9%
per year. However the species is still
listed as endangered and has only
recovered to 10% of its size pre-
whaling.

Annual monitoring is completed in the
peak of the breeding season in mid to
late august to get the best indication of
numbers. The land-based population
census is performed from the 90
metre-high Bunda cliffs, along a 10 km

long transect finishing in the Bay at
Twin Rocks. The long term monitoring
has shown that the whales are
primarily distributed within this
study site.

Last year, the monitoring was
undertaken during a 10 day field work,
from August 24 to September 2. The
weather was not ideal with many windy
days and big seas which made each
day’s count and photographic work
difficult. The counts were completed for
8 days out of 10. Photographs of the
majority of the whales present were
taken despite the harsh weather
conditions. This year a total of 95
whales were recorded at the Head of
the Bight. Forty two new calves were
born, which included 3 white calves.

Between 25 and 63 calves are born
each year at the Head of the Bight. In
2008 and 2009, we recorded the
highest numbers, with 63 and 55
calves respectively. In 2010 the
numbers were lower. This was expected

20th Year of southern right whale monitoring at the Head of the Bight, 2010

due to the 3 year pattern of individual
females returning to the Head of the
Bight for calving. Nevertheless in 2010,
the mean number of calves was higher
compared to 3 years ago. Therefore, it
is essential to continue monitoring the
species nationally in order to
determine if the rate of the population
continues to increase and alternatively
if the distribution of the species around
the country is shifting.

Activities were organised for the school
children and the ladies from Yalata to
come and participate in the whale
monitoring. Unfortunately, due to
conflicting dates with another social
event the community could not get
involved in the 2010 whale count.
We hope that the project can be
conducted again in 2011 with the
involvement of the Yalata community.

Aude Loisier and Philippa Schmucker
from the AW region; and Saras Kumar,
from EP Region provided in-kind
support and on-ground assistance to
Claire Charlton. Kristian Peters from the
AMLR region and Rohan Kumar
provided field work assistance.

Many thanks go to Terry and Claire at
the Interpretive Centre for their daily
support and for their friendliness to the
team. Finally, thank you to the Director
of Eubalaena, Dr Steve Burnell, for his
legacy of 20 years of commitment to
this long term project.

For more information please contact
please contact Aude Loisier,
AW NRM Coast and Marine Officer
on (08) 8625 3607

A group southern right whales exhibiting
social interactions All photos: Aude Loisier

A southern right whale exhibiting “spy hoping” behaviour and showing the callosities on its head.
The callosities are used to identify each individual whale

A white calf breaching

A pair of southern right whales: A cow and its white calf
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Assessing the threatened Centralian
Toadlets (frogs) in the APY Lands
Harald Ehmann, Threatened Species Officer, DENR Alinytjara
Wilurara Region

In early March while on the Sandy Bore IPA Biological Survey
I had a brief but worthwhile opportunity to look for a new
population of the Everard Ranges Toadlet (Pseudophryne sp 2)
which to date is known from possibly only one site.

This species is one of two (or
possibly even three) as yet
undescribed species of frogs that
occur only in the APY Lands (with
one of the species also known to
occur in the Bell Rock Range just
into Western Australia). Recent
genetics work at the South
Australian Museum by Steve
Donnellan has shown that the
Centralian toadlets are distinct
from the Orange-crowned Toadlet
(Pseudophryne occidentalis)
which is the name these frogs
were previously given.

Most populations of each of these
undescribed toadlets are very
isolated from one another, and all
are highly dependent on springs of
at least a semi-permanent nature.
Their spring habitats are threatened
by the damage to vegetation and
the depletion and spoiling of clean
water caused by large feral
herbivores, in particularly donkeys,
camels and wild horses.

These relatively small frogs grow to a head plus body length
of about 25mm. They do not burrow but rather crawl and
squeeze into very deep rock fissures and cracks or between
massive boulders where there is trickle or condensation
moisture, high humidity and moderate temperatures. These
same sites also need to provide them with escape routes
when heavy rains cause wild torrents to surge and swirl
through their rocky retreats.

These toadlets prey on invertebrates such as small flying and
crawling insects, crustaceans (especially small slaters), and
spiders that cohabit their moist refuges. Their most usual
method is to ambush prey that comes within sufficiently close

range. They use minimal body
movement and their tongue flick
is effective and accurate out to
over half of their total length. Their
prey can rightly claim to be
tongue lashed!

In South Australia these toadlets
are currently listed as Vulnerable.
This rating was partly based on
the belief that they were probably
the same species as the Orange-

crowned Toadlet which is widespread in Western Australia.
They may require a higher rating In the light of their
distinctness, their very isolated and limited distributions, and
the recently recognised threats from donkeys, camels and
wild horses.

At the one known Everard Ranges site I have seen very small
tadpoles and a single unhatched clear gelatinous egg. This
and the tadpoles were on the bottom of a shallow clear rock
pool with a slow through flow trickle over the course sand and

fine gravel bottom. There were also
a similar number of burrowing frog
tadpoles (Neobatrachus sp)
present, but nothing like the
numbers and densities of
Neobatrachus tadpoles I saw
downstream. At these lower creek
bed pools there was an abundance
of course sand and soil adjacent to
the pools that was very suited for
burrowing.

There is a possibility that the
tadpoles of these toadlets are out-
competed by the tadpoles of the
more widespread desert burrowing
frogs (Neobatrachus species), and
this is being further investigated.
The toadlets appear not to breed in
water that is readily accessible to
desert burrowing frogs, preferring
(or being forced back to?) higher
rockier ground and pools that are
not good habitat for burrowers.

As it turned out I did not find
another population of Everard

Ranges Toadlets at the Carmeena site on Sandy Bore country
that I was able to check this time. Furthermore, I am
confident the toadlets are not there because the site lacks
adequate refuges
from torrent waters.
This was itself a
useful finding and it
helps to narrow the
search for other
toadlet sites.

I am working to
establish the
baseline ecology and
population trends for
all the isolated
toadlet species and
populations in the
APY Lands. It is very
likely they have most
conservation and
management issues
in common. This
information is basic to developing the species recovery plan
that I am preparing as part of my work.

With the expert help and local knowledge of Margaret and
Sammy Dodd I was able to identify several other sites that
might harbor the species, and with their assistance and that
of other IPA Rangers I hope to check some of these in the
near future.

A young Everard Ranges Toadlet waiting to ambush an
approaching small ant just out of view. Its combined head and
body length is about 13mm. The different populations of the

Centralian toadlets have some consistent differences in
patterning, colour and other body characteristics.

The tadpoles of the Everard Ranges Toadlet are quite dark and
long-tailed. If holding a tadpole in the hand it needs to be thoroughly
wet and about the same temperature as the water.
Photo H. Ehmann

Water quality measurements being taken by
Harald Ehmann in a pool that contained some

tadpoles of the Everard Ranges Toadlet.
All readings indicated excellent water for

the tadpoles. Photo K. Gregson



BUFFEL GRASS
• Explaining the problems of Buffel Grass in the region by
developing information sheets for petroleum exploration
companies and a version translated into Pitjantjatjara to
distribute to land owners in the region.

• Liaising with Iluka regarding Buffel Grass found at camp
site.

• Monitoring the chemical trials set up at Ooldea on Buffel
Grass.

• Took a Uni Student to Ooldea who is doing her PHD on
Buffel Grass characteristics etc.

• Sprayed Buffel Grass on Eyre Highway west of Yalata.
• Organised contractor to spray Buffel Grass at Oak Valley
and Lake Dey Dey road.

• Monitoring Buffel Grass sites along Eyre highway, Cook,
Ooldea, Oak Valley and Nullarbor.

• Hand pulled Buffel Grass at Maralinga Dam.
• Checking roads sides in southern 2/3rds of region for
Buffel Grass.

The toadlets are one of about six key indicator species of
animals and plants that are found primarily or only at
habitats that are rare and threatened in the APY Lands. These
sites are of high ecological significance in the APY landscape
and probably are also of cultural significance to Anangu. They
include systems that fall into the category of High
Conservation Value Aquatic Ecosystems.

I look forward to furthering this work in collaboration with APY
Land Management staff, the Dodd family and Sandy Bore IPA
Rangers in the Everard Ranges, and with other interested
Anangu in other parts of the APY Lands, including the
Indulkana area, the Mann Ranges, the Kalka area, the Amata
area and the Musgrave Ranges.

Further information please contact Harald Ehmann,
AW Threatened Species Officer on (08) 8357 3880

OTHER WEEDS
Some of the weeds that are well established in other regions
have a limited distribution in the AW region, so we also work
on keeping them under control or eradicated from our region.
This work includes:

• Mapping and hand pulling Salvation Jane along the
Eyre Highway from Yalata to Nullarbor.

• Hand pulling Salvation Jane and Ruby Dock at
Maralinga dam.

• Spraying Saffron thistle along 6km of roads side
at Maralinga.

• Working on amendments/additions to the declared
species list, action statements, management plans etc.

AW’s Authorised Officer Teresa Gurney has been working on a range of work relating to
weeds and pest animals over the past 6 months including:-

Buffel Grass

Prickly Pear
John – Henry Taylor spraying
Buffel Grass on Eyre Highway

• Mapped/controlled cacti on Eyre Highway west of
Nundroo, Ivy Tanks,Winbring and Cook on the east/west
railway line.

• Hand pulling and sprayed Silver leaf Night Shade at
Colona Sheep Yards.

• Hand pulling Salvation Jane at Yalata.
• Monitoring/spraying Prickly Pear at Colona Homestead and
Rubbish dump.

• Working on assessing the risk of Weeds of National
Significance that may affect the AW region.

• Monitoring 3 sites for feral animal threats to Environment
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation species.

• Monitoring areas of Boxthorn previously treated at
Pintumba and Colona.

• Monitoring Rhodes Grass sites along Eyre highway.
• Mapping Athel Pine a Weed of National Significance at
Maralinga Village and Watson railway siding.

• Checking road sides in southern 2/3rds of region for
WoN’s and general weeds.

• Monitoring rabbit activity around the Head of Bight Whale
Watching Centre.

• Organised contractor to spray caltrop around Oak Valley
Community.

AW has recently appointed a Buffel Grass Project
Officer based in the Ceduna Office

John – Henry Taylor won this position and started work for AW
on the 24th January 2011.
John and his partner Dionne and son Nixavier moved to
Ceduna from Alice Springs to take on the challenge of
controlling the spread of Buffel Grass in the southern 2/3 of
the AW region.
John comes with extensive knowledge of Buffel Grass control
having worked for the past 5 years as a Ranger for the
Northern Territory Parks and Wildlife Service.
John will be working closely with AW’s Authorised Officer,
Teresa Gurney and the residents from Yalata and Oak Valley to
help develop skills, knowledge and control methods to reduce
the spread of Buffel Grass in the AW region. John’s primary
role is to control the mapped Buffel Grass sites by (spraying,
burning, pulling, slashing etc).
John’s mother Lena was born at Ooldea and grew up at
Yalata, so John has a strong family connection to the lands he
will be protecting.
The AW NRM Board members and staff have welcomed John
to their region and are working with him to deliver a
sustainable biodiversity and to maintain a healthy and
productive environment in the AW region.
Further information please contact Teresa Gurney,
AW NRM Authorised Officer on (08) 8625 3706
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Thank you and Farewell to
a Board Member, Malcolm
(Molly) Anderson
AW NRM Board recently held a
morning tea farewell to Molly Anderson
to thank you him for his role as the
State Government agency
representative (from the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR), formerly Department for
Environment and Heritage) on the
Board. Molly is currently the Policy
Officer at DENR. After spending three
years in the army he joined National
Parks and then DEH working across the
State. Molly was a Board member of
AW NRM since 2004 until his retired in
late 2010. During that time, Molly did
not miss one Board meeting! The AW
NRM Board members and staff would
like to thank Molly for his support to
the Board over the past years and wish
him all the very best for the future.

The AW NRM Board and staff would
like to thank Danielle for her work as
Communications Officer and previous
to that Executive Support Officer to AW
NRM Board.

Danielle started with the then
Aboriginal Lands Integrated NRM
Group and later changed to AW NRM
Board since May 2005 as the
Executive Support Officer which
encompassed some communications
responsibilities. In January 2009 the
AW NRM Board restructured and
Danielle was appointed to a part-time
Communications Officer position. Her
role included providing a range of
external communications and
marketing strategy including managing
the website, newsletters, Board
communiqués and media releases.

Danielle was also instrumental in
organising the successful Women’s
Conference held in June 2010.

Farewell to AW Communications Officer, Danielle Rosenberg
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Danielle Rosenberg who resigned from AW
NRM Board in March 2011

Molly Anderson at his morning tea farewell
held at AW NRM Adelaide office in March 2011

Proposed meeting dates
in 2011 for AW NRM

• 13 & 14 April
Umuwa (APY Lands)

• 5 & 6 July
Yalata

• 20 & 21 September
Oak Valley

• 6 & 7 December
Adelaide

Please note that all meeting dates
and venues are subject to last
minute changes. Public are
welcome as observers.

For further information or agendas
please contact Belinda Berry at
the AW’s Adelaide office on
(08) 8357 3880

The AW NRM Board members and staff
would like to wish Danielle all the very
best with her future endeavours both
professional and personal.


