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What’s happening
Welcome to the 
last newsletter 
from the Alinytjara 
Wilurara (AW) 
Natural Resources 
Management 
(NRM) region 
for 2012. Whilst 
the approaching 

holiday period allows a time for 
reflection, I’ll take this opportunity to 
look forward to the exciting challenges 
on the horizon for the AW region.

The priorities for NRM in the AW 
region for 2013 will continue to 
fall under the three themes of our 
Regional NRM Plan: People, Country 
and Water.

People

 y Ensuring an Aboriginal cultural 
perspective informs our strategic 
direction.

 y Working with communities to 
maximise the multiple benefits from 
natural resource management, in 
particular increasing Aboriginal 
employment within the AW NRM 
region.

 y Maintaining constructive 
relationships with stakeholders in 
the region, in particular Anangu 
Pitjantjatjara Yankunytjatjara, 
Maralinga Tjarutja, Pila Nguru (WA) 
Mamungari Conservation Park Co-
Management Board, Yalata, groups 
of the Far West Coast and other 
government agencies.

Country

 y Ensuring that economic 
development in the region is at 
minimal cost to natural resources.

 y Supporting communities to manage 
the impact of pest species at a 
landscape scale, in particular Buffel 
Grass, and ensuring protection for 
matters of National Environmental 
Significance.

 y Supporting communities 
to implement the AW Fire 
Management Strategy.

From the Regional Manager

AW weather stations

Check out data from the new weather

stations in the AW region on...

http://aws.awnrm.sa.gov.au/

Next AW NRM Board meeting:

13th - 14th February 

Venue: TBA

Ceduna Race Day

Ceduna Foreshore Hotel Ceduna  
Cup Races

19th  January 2013

Gates Open 11.00 am

Multicultural Music Festival

WOMADelaide 2013 

8-11 March 2013 

www.womadelaide.com.au/

Art Exhibitions

Deadly: in-between heaven and hell

Tue 28 February to Sun 25 March 
2012: Adelaide, SA

Tandanya NACI and Adelaide Festival

Palya Kutu

Where: Red Poles McLaren Vale
Closes 5th January 2013
Opening Times: Wed - Sun 9-5pm

Water

 y Supporting communities to develop 
long-term management plans for 
ground water with direct livelihood 
consequences.

 y Supporting communities to manage 
surface waters from a cultural and 
environmental perspective.

 y Supporting communities to manage 
coast and marine areas.

Of these priorities, I am particularly 
interested in working with the AW 
NRM Board to ensure our strategic 
direction also incorporates community 
and traditional perspectives. The 
AW region is in the unique position 
of trying to marry state and national 
NRM targets with Aboriginal cultural 
perspectives and practices which 
underpin and drive natural resource 
management. 

The more recent corporate paradigm 
of managing our natural resources at 
a “landscape scale” (now a national 
priority under the National Wildlife 
Corridors Plan), for example, has in fact 
been a natural outcome of Aboriginal 
culture for tens of thousands of years. 

A priority for everyone working in 
natural resource management in the 
AW region, therefore, is to understand 
not only the biophysical landscape, but 
also the cultural landscape. 

I look forward to working with 
all our stakeholders towards this 
understanding and in generating a 
collective story for NRM across the AW 
region.

Matt Ward
A/Regional Manager
Natural Resources - Alinytjara Wilurara

Learning about Mulloway tagging
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this year, we are all set for great 
outcomes in 2013. 

It has been a very busy but highly 
productive year for the Board 
and DEWNR AW staff. We have 
worked together to acheive a 
number of our key goals. For me, 
one of the most significant being 
the constructive and effective 
partnerships forged with all our 
stakeholders. I’ve enjoyed being 
a part of this process along with 
AW staff and look forward to it 
continuing throughout 2013. 

The many benefits to our 
communities that co-operative 
Natural Resouce Management 
can bring are becomeing 
increasing apparent across the 
region and I look forward to 
helping further develop our NRM 
story together.

On behalf of the AW Board, 
I wish you all a happy, safe 
holiday season and extend our 
thanks for the support we have 
received throughout 2012. We 
look forward to a fruitful year 
ahead in collaboration with your 
ongoing partnership. 

Parry Agius
Presiding Member 
Alinytjara Wilurara Natural 
Resources Management Board



Natural Resources Centre 
Opens in Ceduna 
New community hub for natural resource management

Minister Caica visits 
Yalata Community

After the NRC Opening, Alinytjara 
Wilurara and Eyre Peninsula NR staff 
escorted the Minister on a field trip to 
Yalata. 

Having arrived earlier in Ceduna to high 
winds whipping dust across the tarmac, 
it was undoubtedly a pleasant surprise 
to find the weather in Yalata calm 
and sunny and to be welcomed to the 
community with a tasty afternoon tea.  

In mid October the Minister for 
Sustainability, Environment and 
Conservation, as well as Aboriginal 
Affairs and Reconciliation, Paul 
Caica officially opened the Alinytjara 
Wilurara/Eyre Peninsula Natural 
Resources Centre in Ceduna.

The centre provides access to 
resources advice and information 
about how to get involved in natural 
resource management.

This new Natural Resources Centre 
provides a direct connection between 
the Alinytjara Wilurara Natural 
Resources Management Board and the 
community. People from across the AW 
region are encouraged to visit the NRC 
and to get involved in natural resource 
management programs. 

At the opening, Minister Caica said 
that “By working together with the 
communities who have a long history 
living on these lands we can help 
pass on to future generations the 
knowledge they will need for the 
social, environmental, and economic 
benefit of all community members.”

He noted that the Alinytjara Wilurara 
NRM Board already had a strong 
history of community partnerships.

“The people who live in this region have 
shown over many years a great sense 

of care for their environment and the 
Alinytjara Wilurara NRM Board continue 
to put local people at the centre of 
managing natural resources in the 
region,” he said.

Combining traditional skills such as 
tracking with modern science, projects 
deliver important environmental 
information while also providing 
extensive training for longer-term 
employment in land management.

The Alinytjara Wilurara and Eyre 
Peninsula Natural Resources Centre 
is located at 50 B McKenzie Street, 
Ceduna can be contacted on 8625 3706. AW Natural Resources Management Board Member 

Brian Queama having a chat with the localsMinster Caica and other guests are shown the old sheds at Colona Homestead

Painting presented to the Minister by the artist’s mother Verna Lawrie. Josehine (Jo) Lennon, the artist, was in 
Adelaide attending a course. The AW NRM Board’s Presiding Member Parry Agius looks on 

Feature
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The Minister and his entourage took 
this opportunity to speak with people 
from Yalata Community and NR staff 
from Alinytjara Wilurara and Eyre 
Peninsula about current projects being 
run across the regions and discuss 
future directions and programs that 
meet both the community needs and 
Natural Resources objectives.

The Minister had originally been 
scheduled to visit Yalata Beach and 
participate in assisting researchers in 
the Mulloway tagging project involving 
catching, tagging and releasing the 
iconic Yalata Mulloway species.  
However, due to time constraints, this 
wasn’t possible and a tour of Yalata’s 
facilities and the surrounding region 
was organised by local community 
members. 

After touring Yalata, the Minister 
and other visitors were taken out 
to Colona Homestead, one of the 
local homesteads within the Yalata 
Indigenous Protected Area (IPA). The 
Yalata Community is eager to have the 
run-down homestead restored to be 
a working property, with the hope of 
farming the area. This represents a 
significance commitment that would 
have long term economic and social 
benefits to the community. AW Board member Mima Smart talks to Minister Paul Caica and Dale Agius (Executive Officer, Office for the 

Commissioner of Aboriginal Engagement SA) about the Community and its people

Parry Agius (AW NRM Board Presiding Member), John Schutz (Group Executive Director, Partnerships and Stewardships, DEWNR), Brett Dalziell (Senior Ranger), Brian Queama 
(Board Member), Joshua Queama, Ernie Windlass, Mark Young, Reagan Baker and Erwin Mungee (Yalata Community), Greg Franks (CEO Yalata Community), Minister Paul Caica, Dale 
Agius (EO, Office for the Commissioner of Aboriginal Engagement), Mima Smart (Board Member), Yasmin Wolf (Coast and Marine Officer), Phil Coleman (Landscaping Coordinator, 
Yalata), Matthew Ward, (Regional Manager, AW NR) Rose Lester (Board Member), Harald Ehmann (Threatened Species Officer) ‘Sandro’ Madonna (Yalata Land Management).

Minister Caica, John Schutz and Parry Agius discuss marine projects with AW’s Coast and Marine Officer Yasmin Wolf 

Feature
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Minyma Tjuta Tjunguringanyi
Mamungari Women’s Gathering
by Ollanta Lipcer, Community Programs Coordinator (with Mima Smart, AW Board Member)

September 2012

In September 2012, a convoy of 51 
women travelled for thousands of 
kilometres to visit important women’s 
sites in the Mamungari Conservation 
Park (CP). Many women had not been 
back to these sites for over 15 years.  
Some had never been at all. This was 
the time for women to come together 
on their country, share stories, and 
talk about the future they wanted for 
women, and for their land. They came 
from Oak Valley, Yalata, Tjuntjuntjara, 
Scotdesco, Koonibba, Ceduna, Port 
Augusta and Indulkana.

The women’s gathering, Minyma Tjuta 
Tjunguringanyi, was a long time in the 
planning.  It started in 2011 at the ‘Big 
Meeting on the Park’, a meeting that 
brought people together from Pila 
Nguru (Tjuntjuntjara) and Maralinga 
Tjarutja (Oak Valley) lands, to celebrate 
their co-management of the Park with 
the SA Department of Environment, 
Water & Natural Resources (DEWNR) 
and the recently approved Mamungari 
CP Management Plan. It was here 

that women voiced their desire to 
return to important sites around the 
Serpentine Lakes, Mamungari CP.  On 
behalf of DEWNR, Justine Graham 
(Mamungari Co-Management Board) 
and I (Alinytjara Wilurara (AW) region), 
made a commitment to help make this 
happen.  

“Women need to talk strongly, 
and teach their daughters to 

have a strong voice” 
Mima Smart, Yalata 2012

In May 2012, AW Board member Mima 
Smart, together with Lena Taylor, 
helped coordinate a planning workshop 
on country with AW and 12 other 
women from Yalata and Oak Valley, 
including elders Ada Hart and Margaret 
May.  We camped out for three days 
and talked about where and when the 
women’s gathering should happen, why 
it needed to happen, and who needed 
to be involved. 

In July, Oak Valley ladies Cindy Watson, 
Ada Hart and Margaret May took us 
on a trip to check the conditions of 

the road, talk to the women from 
Tjuntjuntjara and find a suitable base 
camp for the proposed gathering.  In 
August, while women were rolling 
swags and packing food, some 
of the men from Oak Valley Land 
Management worked on setting up 
the base camp.  They hauled water, 
collected firewood, and built toilets and 
shelters. 

On 1 September we took off. We 
travelled for four days in convoy 
via Koonibba, Yalata, Oak Valley, 
Tjuntjuntjara and Ilkurlka, weaving our 
way through sand dunes and spinifex; 
chasing camels and making friends 
along the way.  

As we got closer to the camp, a haze of 
red dust was gathering on the horizon 
and a hot wind like no other started 
blowing into the desert.  On this 
gale-force wind, a helicopter arrived 
carrying traditional owners Alice 

Debbie Hanson and Alice Cox (photo Pam Dimment)

Alice leaving in the helicopter (photo Ollanta Lipcer)

Women from the trip proudly display the magnificant painting they created together at the campsite

Feature

04    Natural Resources     Alinytjara Wilurara



Cox and Mabel Queama, with their 
nurse Tish Baker. Their daughters and 
other elders were at the head of the 
convoy to welcome them back to their 
country.  Alice had not been home for 
many, many years.  We could see and 
feel how much it meant to her to be 
with her sisters and daughters, back on 
her country. 

On the first morning at camp, we 
gathered to talk about the land.  We 
talked about the Buffel Grass they had 
seen in the APY lands, how it caused 
big fires and how it shouldn’t come 
to this land.  We talked about camels, 
the danger they pose on the road and 
the damage they do to the rockholes. 
We talked about women’s sacred sites 
that need to be looked after around 
Mamungari CP.  The discussions 
emphasised how important it is for 
the women from Oak Valley and 
Tjuntjuntjara to make sure they have a 
voice on the Boards and in meetings, 
so they can work together in land 
management on their country.  

That afternoon we checked on the 
health of an important rockhole, 
Tjintirrkara.  The rockhole needed 
cleaning out and we noticed a lot of 
camel and rabbit activity.  The elders 
told the story of Tjintirrkara, and 
the land surrounding.  This was an 
important meeting place that we were 

visiting.  We made a plan for youth and 
elders of Oak Valley and Tjuntjuntjara 
to meet in autumn next year and take 
care of the site, cleaning the rockhole, 
teaching stories, and monitoring the 
camel damage. It will be the next 
project to bring women together again 
in land management.              (continued) 

Visiting the rockhole (photo Ollanta Lipcer)

The women listening to the story of the rockhole (photo Ollanta Lipcer)

Mima Smart (back to camera) talking to the group at the campsite

Thelma Windless painting (photo Pam Dimment)

Women creating the painting (photo Pam Dimment)

Feature
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Throughout the gathering, led by 
the Tjuntjuntjara elders, everyone 
contributed to a painting of the 
dreaming story of Tjintirrkara.  This 
beautiful painting was presented as a 
gift of thanks to the Ceduna office of 
Alinytjara Wilurara and the Ceduna 
Aboriginal Arts and Culture Centre.  It 
hangs in honour of the gathering and 
a reminder of the important role of 
women in caring for the land. 

On Alice’s last day at the camp, we set 
out to return to a sacred women’s site 
in the seven sister’s dreaming. The 
helicopter was due to arrive at camp 
at lunchtime, but we had travelled 
far away and were running late to get 
back. Alice did not want to leave that 
day, she wanted to travel slowly back 
over her country with her daughters by 
Toyota.  Luckily the helicopter pilot saw 
our convoy travelling along the road, 
and was able to swoop down in a last 
minute landing, right where we were 
parked.  When she saw the helicopter 
making a special landing for her, Alice 
was happy to ride back, looking over 
her country from the sky.

Too soon, it was time for us to pack 
up camp and start the long journey 
back to the communities.  On our last 
day together, we pulled up along the 
roadside, just before Tjuntjuntjara. 
Mima Smart held a meeting where we 
discussed how important this gathering 

of women had been, and how we 
needed to work together to make sure 
it was not the last.  Everyone decided 
they would like to come together again 
at the same time next year, along the 
path of the seven sisters dreaming. All 
the communities, in partnership with 
AW, Eyre Peninsula and the Arid Lands 
regions of DEWNR will be working 
together to see this happen. 

Whilst the journey was long and rough 
- it flattened tyres, beat a gear box, 
defeated three trailers and sent a bus 
home steaming - it was much more 
than a battle between dirt roads and 
Toyotas.  Minyma Tjuta Tjunguringanyi 
brought women together to reconnect, 
share knowledge, teach daughters, and 
guide the land management on their 
country. 

Palya, I learnt a lot from the old ladies 
Cheryl Grant, Oak Valley Community

Rockhole Recovery 
Another successful Rockhole 
Recovery trip was completed in 
the last week of September. This 
ongoing program initiated and 
led by people from the Kokatha 
Mula Nation Far West Division 
with assistance by West Mallee 
Protection, combines cultural 
site maintenance with important 
conservation outcomes.   

This latest Spring trip highlighted 
the ongoing problem and need 
for management of feral animals 
in the Yellabinna region. Decaying 
camel carcasses where removed 
from several rockholes and 
motion sensor cameras captured 
an increase in fox, cat and rabbit 
activity.  

Sue Haseldine and volunteers cleaning a camel 
carcass out of rockhole 

Cindy Watson (left) and Elaine Cox (Alice Cox’s daughter) enjoy some sweet bush lollies

Meeting held on the way home (photo by Pam Dimment)

Community Engagement
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Maralinga Tjarutja
(Oak Valley Community)

Since the last edition of this magazine 
Maralinga Tjarutja (Oak Valley 
Community) and DEWNR Alinytjara 
Wilurara have been negotiating a range 
of programs for 2013. These programs 
will form the basis of funding for a 
Land Management Works Program in 
Oak Valley, a community with very few 
employment options. 

The  list of contracts to be given to 
the community is yet to be finalised 
but will include wages and training for 
the reintroduction of burning regimes 
in country around the community, 
including within Mamungari 
Conservation Park; funding for visiting, 
cleaning and maintaining rockholes 
and for passing down the traditional 
stories related to the history and 
use of the rockholes; continuation 
of Malleefowl and Sandhill Dunnart 
surveys (which were a centrepiece 
of the Oak Valley pre-employment 
program) and; the provision of 
training in the use and safe handling 
of chemicals - enabling Traditional 
Owner’s to have greater involvement in 
the fight against Buffel Grass incursion.

DEWNR AW Project Officer Nathan 
Williams has been assigned by DEWNR 
AW to support the Land Management 
program for one week per month for at 
least its first 6 months. 

Yalata Community

DEWNR Alinytjara Wilurara’s 
partnership with Yalata is going well 
and set to grow further in 2013.

In 2012, AW began to work more 
actively to support the Enterprise 
model of development being pushed 
by Yalata Community Council. This 
support took the form of a number of 
contracts to undertake work on behalf 
of AW. The contracts were directed 
toward each of several enterprise arms 
which the community has established. 

At a recent meeting between the 
two organisations, the projects were 
reviewed. All contracts have been 
or are close to being completed and 
discussions have commenced on new 
contract work for 2013.

In order to inform this process, DEWNR 
AW and Yalata Community have agreed 
to run a joint consultation process 
with the local community in February 
2013 to decide on the priorities for 
the next three years. This process 
will also include members of the Far 
West Native Claimants Group, many of 
whose members also live in Yalata and 
will inform the work of AW’s Coast and 
Marine program as well the priorities 
for the Yalata Indigenous Protected 
Area. 

At the same time DEWNR AW will 
consult with a range of stakeholders 
regarding priority projects in the 
Nullarbor Region. An audit of caves in 
the Region has already been flagged as 
a priority by the elders of the Mirning 
people who have a native claim over 
the region.  

Community Engagement in  
the West

Oak Valley Community project: Sandhill Dunnart Survey
(photo by Matt Ward)

Caring for Country 
in the APY Lands
Caring for country in the APY Lands 
is progressing well with a number 
of communities that have cattle 
taking part in the Environment 
Management Understanding 
(EMU) project. 

Run by Hugh Pringle, this 
project supports communities to 
determine how they want to use 
their land and advises them on 
how to work with the Board to 
make their visions become reality. 
A key outcome of this process is 
that the Traditional Owners will 
own the knowledge and be able 
to continue to move forward - an 
important enabler in our region.

Feral horses and donkeys present 
a real problem in the APY. Not only 
do they negatively impact on the 
land but they are also a danger to 
the safety of people driving in the 
region. To reduce the problems 
these animals create, APY Pastoral 
are now undertaking systematic 
removal of these animals.

Natural Resouces AW is currently 
assisting in the development of a 
package of programs to help with 
a sustainable pastoral industry on 
the lands.

A community meeting was held 
recently at Kanpi to discuss  
working on country and to look at 
community projects that would 
get people out working on country 
again. Laura Mitchell, an AW 
contractor and project facilitator, 
was impressed to see the level 
of enthusiasticm shown at the 
meeting and is now developing a 
number of actions plans aligned 
with the communities proposed 
objectives.

Community Engagement
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Draft Fire Management 
Strategy
Alinytjara Wilurara Natural Resources Region
by Joe Stelmann, Regional Fire Officer

The long awaited draft of the Alinytjara 
Wilurara Region, Fire Management 
Strategy has been completed and 
will soon be released for public 
consultation.

The aim of the AW NRM Region Fire 
Management Strategy is to provide a 
framework for Anangu to develop fire 
management plans and annual work 
programs in the seven terrestrial fire 
management landscapes that have 
been identified in the AW NRM region.

The seven landscapes are:-

 y Nullarbor Plain

 y Yalata Lands

 y Yellabinna and Yumburra

 y Great Victoria Desert

 y Southern ASPY

 y APY Ranges

 y Eastern APY and Tallaringa

The Strategy supports fire planning and 
annual work programs and promotes 
ngapartji-ngapartji (Pitjantjatjara 
term for reciprocal and cooperative) 

partnerships with supporting agencies 
like the Country Fire Service (CFS), and 
the Dept for Environment, Water and 
Natural Resources (DEWNR) with AW 
NRM staff.

Objectives of the strategy are to:-
 y Support Aboriginal Fire 

Management Aspirations

 y Protect Life and Property

 y Protect  Areas of Cultural 
Significance

 y Manage Fuels on a landscape scale
 y Protect and enhance biodiversity
 y Identify training, resources and 

infrastructure requirements
 y Identify suppression considerations
 y Manage fire risk in relation to public 

access
 y Manage post-fire rehabilitation and 

recovery
 y Manage adaptively

The Strategy recognises that to be 
successful, these objectives needs to 
be underpinned by the development of 
sustainable job pathways for Anangu, 
including long-term public and private 
partnership arrangements.

It is not the intention of the Strategy 
to replace or direct cultural fire 
management activities undertaken by 
Anangu on Anangu lands. The Strategy 
seeks to support Anangu to undertake 
cultural fire management where 
appropriate.

On Anangu owned land, it is Anangu 
owners who must have the final say 
about the management of their land 

Waltjatjata NT Tri state fire steering meeting - selecting burning sites with Traditional Owners

New Well prescription burn

Fire Management
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and be supported to implement their 
plans by land management agencies in 
partnership.

To help the partnership, all associated 
individuals and organisations need 
to work in an ngapartji-ngapartji 
way with Anangu, recognising the 
differences and the values that both 
traditional and western knowledge 
bring to the table. It is also important 
to acknowledge that management and 
use of land by Anangu is governed by 
Traditional Owner responsibilities and 
the oral tradition of Tjukurpa.

The emphasis in fire management 
between the supporting partners and 
Anangu should be on developing and 
maintaining relationships.

Next Steps: The Strategy is about 
to be released to land owners, land 
managers and the general public 
(public consultation) in the AW 
Region for comment and support. All 
comments received will be evaluated 
and where appropriate, incorporated 
into the final draft.

The final draft Strategy will need the 
approval of appropriate organisations 
and people including the AW NRM 
Board and DEWNR.

A major review of the Strategy will 
happen every 10 years or earlier if 
required to keep it up to date.

Our Good Food Nguly Gu Yadoo Mai

Just in time for Christmas

Nguly Gu Yadoo Mai (Our Good Food)  
is a 40-page, full colour bushfood 
book from Far West South Australia, 
by Marcina Coleman Richards and Sue 
Coleman Haseldine.

“We have made this book so that our 
bushtucker and our memories can live 
on. There have been great changes … 
but we still go out. Even though we go 
around fences and through gates and 
walk up the jetty … the bushtucker is 
still there.” Sue Coleman Haseldine

Nguly Gu Yadoo Mai (Our Good Food) 
is the initiative of Kokatha Mula 
woman Sue Haseldine, and draws 
heavily on the expertise of Sue’s Aunty, 
Marcina Coleman Richards, a great 
great grandmother and the oldest 
Aboriginal woman currently living on 
SA’s west coast.  

Sue is a well-known advocate for 
her country and an open-hearted 
storyteller. Nguly Gu Yadoo Mai 
captures her wit, understanding and 
commitment to the striking Mallee 
and coastal country of Far West 
South Australia. Full colour photos 
taken by family and friends, over the 
course of many changing seasons, 
accompany oral histories, anecdotes 
and observations. 

Marcina and Sue’s stories touch on 
environmental and social issues and 
change, the importance of teaching 
young people, and their hopes for 
the future. By sharing their extensive 
knowledge of harvesting and cooking 
bush foods, the book reveals that food 
is so much more than just what you 
can eat. 

Cost:

 y $20 (inc postage and handling)

 y $36 GIFT pack with bush medicine 
ointment (inc postage and handling)

 y $55 DONATION special includes 
signed copy of the book and bush 
medicine (inc postage and handling)

How to order:

Email your order to:  
wunyie@gmail.com 
Please include your postal details. 
Or place order on Facebook Page
https://www.facebook.com/
NgulyGuYadooMai

Deposit payment into:

Bank Account: West Mallee Protection
BSB: 105100     Account: 035185740
or Cheques or Money Orders made out 
to West Mallee Protection and sent to:
PO Box 25, Ceduna, SA 5690

Buffel Grass growing near local communities burnt

Quandong or Native Peach

Fire Management
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AW’s aim is to contain the overall 
spread of Buffel Grasss, however 
particular attention is given to areas 
around communities and significant 
sites as, due to its density it poses a 
significant fire risk to people, animals 
and infrastructure.  

While Buffel Grass has been our major 
focus we have also been undertaking 
a range of control measures for a 
wide range of weeds including African 
Boxthorn, Cacti, African Love grass, 
Rhodes grass, Silver leaf night shade, 
Horehound, Salvation Jane, Caltrop 
and Innocent Weed.

We have mapped the Eyre Highway 
from Pintumba to Border Village WA 
finding quite a few new Buffel sites. 
Chris Brodie (Weeds Botanist) from 
the State Herbarium accompanied us 
on a field trip recently to ensure plants 
were correctly identified and collect 
samples for the Herbarium for future 
reference. 

AW’s Buffel Grass Strategic Plan is due 
for released shortly.

Paul Duffield has been employed 
as AW’s Buffel Grass Project Officer 
to continue the good work already 
happening in the region. He comes with 
a Technician’s License so is well qualified 
to advise community members about 
the safe use of chemicals. 

Since 2008 AW Natural Resources 
teams have effectively eradicated two 
Buffel Grass sites and contained or 
reduced all known sites in the southern 
two thirds of the Alinytjara Wilurara 
Region.  The railway line from Ooldea 
east to the SAAL NRM boundary (20km 
east of Wynbring) however presents an 
ongoing battle. Although this area has 
been contained, a number of times the 
constant seed spread carried by trains 
from the east, is likely to continue to 
cause an problem for the Alinytjara 
Wilurara Region.

The exceptional rain events over the 
region between 2009-2011 stimulated 
excessive growth of Buffel Grass 
keeping our on ground staff running. 
With less rain this year (eg at Maralinga 
Village 11ml from Dec 2011 to now, 
Oak Valley 7.4ml from July 2012 till 
now), there has been a significant 
reduction in growth giving the team 
time to do more monitoring which is 
an important part of controlling this 
invasive weed.   

To effectively control Buffel Grass 
around the Oak Valley Community, 
AW’s Authorised Officer, Teresa Gurney 
chose an integrated approach to 
its destruction using both chemical 
eradication and fire. By saturating 
the plant from the ground up in a 
Glyphosate mixture (1000ml to 100lt 
water), she managed to produced 
approx 98% kill off.  Any emerging 
seedlings will require similar treatment. 

The benefit of incorporating fire is 

 y increased destruction of seeds

 y seed germination stimulated 

 y easier to see/destroy seedlings

 y cost effective - less chemicals used 

 y safer for operator – snakes etc

Some control has begun in the APY 
lands (northern 1/3 of the Alinytjara 
Wilurara Region). Buffel grass is out of 
control in parts of this area. 

Buffel Grass Management
in the Alinytjara Wilurara Region by Teresa Gurney, Authorised Officer

Oak Valley March 2011

Oak Valley May 2011

Oak Valley June 2011

Oak Valley April 2012

Oak Valley November 2012

Sharing the Alinytjara Wilurara
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Sharing the Alinytjara 
Wilurara story at  
National Landcare Forum
by Nathan Williams, AW Project Officer 

Last month I attended a Regional 
Landcare Facilitators (RFL) Conference 
with the Alinytjara Wilurara’s NR 
Manager for Sustainable Landscapes, 
Planning and Evaluation, Neil Collins.

The two day conference, held in 
sunny Coolangatta (right on the 
Queensland and NSW border), was 
really informative. Regional Landcare 
Facilitators are located in each of the 
natural resource management regions 
across Australia and their work focuses 
on sustainable land management 
practices. They also provide support 
to farmers and other land managers to 
meet new challenges such as climate 
change.

I spent three days there networking 
with RLF’s from around Australia 
listening and learning about some of 
the issues they have in their regions. 

The conference went for two days. On 
the second day I gave a presentation 
to the group about the Malleefowl and 
Sandhill Dunnart projects undertaken 
with the Oak Valley community and 
the Mulloway Tagging project which 
involved working with some young 
Adelaide University scientists. The 
audience showed considerable interest 
in the work done in the region and I 
received some very positive feedback 
from a number of RLFs about my 
presentation. 

Gaining a better understanding about 
the issues faced in other parts of 
Australia was very valuable for me, 
particularly having the opportunity 
to meet and talk with other South 
Australian RLFs.  A SA Regional Landcare 
Conference has been held in Mount 
Gambier since then but, unfortunately, 
I missed out on it as I was busy doing 
ground cover monitoring work on the 
Nullarbor Plain. 

Nothing beats 
hands-on 
experience 
by Nathan Williams, AW Project Officer

Last October I had the honour of 
taking AW NR’s first ever work 
experience student under my wing. 
Jacob Dunn, a Year 12 student from 
Ceduna Area School joined me 
for two days while I went about 
my work and showed him what it 
involves.

The first day I took him out to the 
Head of Bight to show him how we 
do the Mulloway Survey. It was a 
very long and tiring drive for the 
young fellow. In the end however I 
showed him how and why tracking 
and monitoring the mulloway is 
so important and explained why it 
must be done regularly. 

Jacob really enjoyed the social part 
of the survey visit when we had 
the opportunity to interact with 
fishermen who were out there. 
Some of the fishermen commented 
that they were surprised to see 
that there are young Aboriginals 
interested in this sort of work. IT 
WAS GREAT!

The second day we spent back in 
the NRC office where I gave Jacob 
a quick tour of the building and 
introduced him to the rest of NRC 
staff who explained to him what 
their roles were both in the office 
and when in the field. 

Nathan Williams presenting to Landcare 
representatives from across Australia

Natural Resource 
management is an  

excellent work experience 
for any student interested  
in looking after their land.

Sharing the Alinytjara Wilurara
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Catalyst on the Plain 
ABC Catalyst hearts pound on the Nullarbor
Photography by Harald Ehmann

In early December 2012 the ABC TV 
Catalyst program crew had an eye-
opening time on the Nullarbor Plain in 
the AW Region. Their story of the AW’s 
Nullarbor Bio-monitoring Project will 
be highlighted in an episode of their six 
part “On the road” series from Perth 
to Melbourne that is going to air in 
early 2013. The filming had plenty of 
interesting experiences, unexpected 
turns and exciting twists.

The AW’s Threatened Species Officer 
and Nullarbor Bio-monitoring Project 
Manager Harald Ehmann guided the 
program’s intrepid Anja Taylor, Simon 
Pampena and Derek Muller through 
a fascinating range of Nullarbor 
experiences, with a strong focus on the 
natural science of that very special and 
vast ecosystem. They were admirably 
supported by producer Geraldine 
McKenna who took the unexpected in 
her stride, cameraman Marcus Alborn 
who juggled several cameras and 
difficult lighting, and sound engineer 
Carsten Frederiksen who managed the 

ever-present wind noise with resigned 
humour. Harald was very pleased to 
have Clem Lawrie involved to provide 
essential Aboriginal input. 

The Nullarbor Plain is defined as the 
continuous near-flat limestone caste 
that underlies the vast treeless area as 
well as the fringing tall shrublands and 
sparse woodlands around the caste’s 
western, northern and eastern sides. 

The filming included the widespread 
loss of Myall and False Sandalwood 
trees in one of the transition areas 
between the treeless and the wooded 
Nullarbor. The very obviously dying and 
dead mature trees seem to be due to 
a general longer term reduction in soil 
water that would previously have seen 
them through the extreme dry times. 
It is evident that the past few decades 
have been drier. The lack of younger 
trees is almost certainly due to the 
intense grazing of seedlings by rabbits. 
In every human stride on the Nullarbor 
there is rabbit dung, confirming their 
ubiquitous presence and potential 
impact.

The abilities of Anja, Simon and 
Derek to enthusiastically convey 
the many aspects of Nullarbor bio-
science came to the fore despite the 
challenges of distance, time and the 
totally unexpected. Harald had just 
pulled up in the first car for some of 
the disappearing trees story, when 
Geraldine in the following car suddenly 
called over the UHF radio “Snake! 
Snake! Snake!” The ensuing confused 
scramble of eight people, cameras and 
other gear tumbling out of all car doors 
must have been a sight! Dodging back 
and with split-second timing, Harald 

Simon Pampena, Clem Lawrie, Harald Ehmann, Derek Muller, Anja Taylor and Geraldine McKenna at Nullarbor 
Roadhouse

An example of a tree monitoring photopoint (CAT 19) with a partly dying Umbrella Wattle just past the sighting 
board.  Other Umbrella Wattles, False Sandalwoods and Myalls in the distance are also scored

Visitors to the Nullarbor
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caught and constrained the 1.5 metre 
long potentially deadly Peninsula 
Brown Snake that was crossing the 
dirt road between the two cars. The 
ensuing minutes were surreal as 
hearts raced, fears peaked, and then 
all subsided. Through it all there was 
lots about the biology of snakes and 
handling them safely, followed by 
some snake psychology as the now 
settled snake was released, moving off 
without haste to safety past somewhat 
apprehensive but now well-informed 
and quite motionless onlookers.

There were some “firsts” too. The crew 
found and filmed a brown snake that 
was initially thought to be an Eastern 
Brown Snake - a species not known 
east of Port Augusta... that would have 
been a big first. However, it turned 
out to be a very unusual Dugite - the 
single telling characteristic being its 
black mouth lining, an extremely 
dangerous feature to check under 
field conditions on such a small, but 
still potentially deadly snake. Its true 
identity was confirmed a day later in 
safe conditions.  

At a site on the southern edge of the 
Nullarbor the team of eight spent 

an enjoyable time with widespread 
and showy Painted Dragon lizards in 
low sand dunes on the top of the 60 
metre high treeless coastal Bunda Cliff. 
They found the dragons co-habiting 
this area with Southern Sand Skinks, 
a much more reclusive species which 
to then had not been scientifically 
recorded west of Yalata and east of 
the Merdayerrah Sandpatch. This find 
in an important in-between location 
illustrates the precarious persistence 
of this relict from wetter pre-historic 
times. The Southern Sand Skink was 
almost certainly more widespread on 
the vast and cooler sandy plain that 
once existed below the cliff when sea 
levels were considerably lower, as well 
as in adjoining areas on Eyre Peninsula 

The Nullarbor Thick-tailed Barking Gecko that 
delighted the intrepid Catalyst Trio with its spirited 
voice and vibrant spots

The Eastern Brown Snake look-alike that turned out to 
be a very unusual Dugite

A central Nullarbor Sleepy Lizard (Tiliqua rugosa) that was named “Esmarelda” during filming. She showed the 
characteristic quiet disposition and paler coloration of her kind found on the treeless plain towards and into 
Western Australia

and in Western Australia where it still 
can be found.

Several other animal species and 
aspects of the ecology of the Nullarbor 
were also filmed. To find out what they 
were you will need to watch the show 
when it goes to air.

The following day the Catalyst crew 
drove on to Yalata Beach to film 
Mulloway fish tagging. This project 
is being undertaken by Adelaide 
University PhD student Tom Barnes 
with joint funding from AW NRM 
and Yalata Land Management (YLM). 
The Catalyst crew experienced the 

frustration of being bogged in deep 
sand on the way to the site. Despite 
the shortened time, they took good 
fine weather footage of AW Project 
Officer Nathan Williams, YLM Rangers 
Teddy Edwards, Adrian Brown, Brian 
Queama and Clive Williams, YLM 
Co-ordinator Sandro Madonna and 
Tom Barnes catching and tagging 
a Mulloway. AW Coast and Marine 
Officer Yasmin Wolf very capably 
facilitated their filming work.

The ABC Catalyst program with their 
reports of Nullarbor Bio-monitoring 
and Mulloway tagging is due to go 
to air on the 28 February 2013, with 
the six part weekly series starting 
on February 7. As there may not be 

another newsletter before then it 
would pay to add these dates into 
your diary now so you don’t miss out 
seeing these AW projects on national 
television. Do check TV programming 
closer to February in case there are 
late changes to the screening time and 
date. 

For further information please contact 
the AW’s Threatened Species Officer 
and Nullarbor Bio-monitoring Project 
Manager Harald Ehmann on 08 8303 
9700, mob. 04 3881 8115, harald.   
ehmann@sa.gov.au, or AW Coast and 
Marine Officer Yasmin Wolf on 08 8625 
3706, mob. 044713 8315, yasmin.
wolf@sa.gov.au. 

Visitors to the Nullarbor
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Meryl Jenkins
Graduate Ranger

Hi all! My name is Meryl Jenkins, the 
Graduate Ranger posted in Ceduna 
for the AW region from August 2012 - 
January 2013. I was born in Adelaide 
and grew up in very multicultural 
surrounds. My mother’s people are 
Larrakia from Darwin, NT and my 
father is from Wales, UK. I was taught 
to listen, learn and to respect the 
peoples whose land I walk on. 

My first posting after university was for 
4 years working as a national park field 
officer on Christmas Island – a place 
ecologically and culturally Asian. There 
I gained practical skills, furthered my 
interest in community engagement in 
land management, and learned from 
my friends some of the Malay language 
and culture. 

The Graduate Ranger program is 
designed to give new rangers a wide 
variety of experiences and learning 
opportunities which AW has been able 
to give in bucket loads! After a week 
of orientation in Ceduna, I was sent 
out on the road to a camel collaring 
expedition along the Nullarbor, 
followed by a week at the Head of 
Bight for whale surveys. My return to 
Ceduna saw me assisting Community 
Programs Coordinator Ollanta Lipcer 
in preparing a return to country trip 
at Mamungari CP for women from 
Ceduna to Tjuntjuntjara. This epic 
journey was an opportunity for the 
older women to pass on knowledge to 

younger women. For myself, it was an 
opportunity to listen, learn and serve, 
as well as put to use all the skills I have 
gained in land management to help 
get us there and back again! Since then 
I’ve part-taken in warru trapping in 
APY Lands, coastal patrols, shore bird 
surveys in Yalata, park presentation 
work in Acramans Creek CP, and 
checking up on the revegetation sites 
at Googs Lake.

I have thoroughly enjoyed my time 
working here, for the land and its 
beauty and for the very welcoming 
friendly team of AW and EP staff based 
in Ceduna. I feel very privileged to have 
this short window of time and wish I 
could spend more to take in the vast 
diversity of the region, to get more 
involved in land management and get 
everyone on board to care for country.

I am located at AW Ceduna office and 
can be contacted on (08) 86253706 or 
email: meryl.jenkins@sa.gov.au

Paul Duffield 
Project Officer – Buffel Grass

Paul joined the AW Region last 
September as a Project Officer – Buffel 
Grass. Although a landholder in the 
Adelaide Hills for over 10 years, and 
prior to that a keen Bushwalker with 
a deep affection for the bush, he 
decided to undertake study to allow 
himself to transition to a new career in 
Land Management. After completing 
his Certificate 3 in Conservation 
and Land Management, and various 
other courses, Paul has taken the 

Welcome to the Alinytjara Wilurara...

opportunity to base himself in Ceduna 
and work in the various locations in our 
region to gain a better understanding 
of invasive weed species, and the most 
effective and timely methods in dealing 
with them. At the moment he is kept 
busy juggling his time between his 
family back in Adelaide, and his new 
work life with DEWNR based out of 
Ceduna.

Jessica Koncz
Administrative Support Officer

Jessica is an Ngarrindjerri and Yanyuwa 
(Borroloola, NT) woman.  Her career 
with the South Australian State 
Government began as an Administrative 
Trainee Receptionist with the Attorney-
General’s Department (AGD), at the 
Office for Women (OFW).  One of 
Jessica’s highlight’s working with OFW 
was assisting with the implementation 
and planning of the 2009 State 
Aboriginal Women’s Gathering (SAWG).  
In 2010 Jessica successfully completed 
her Traineeship with AGD and won 
a position with the Department of 
Treasury and Finance working as a 
Records Officer.  

Now, in her role as Administrative 
Support Officer, Jessica provides 
invaluable support for the AW team. 
She is well on her way to fulfilling her 
aspiration of being a role model for 
younger generations and a voice for 
Aboriginal people and to becoming 
more active within the community 
engagement sector. 

New faces
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