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THREATENED SPECIES

Fresh Idnya population 
arrives at Wilpena
Dozens of donors and dignitaries were at Wilpena as 37 
additional Western Quolls (Idnya) from Western Australia 
were released into the Flinders Ranges National Park in May.

This latest milestone in an ambitious project 
to return the spotted marsupial to a region 
where they’ve not been seen for nearly 
150 years occurred after the initial trial 
translocation of 41 Idnya to the Flinders 
Ranges in April-May last year was deemed 
a success.

“The news is a significant achievement 
for South Australia’s 22-year Bounceback 
conservation program,” said SA 
Environment Minister Ian  Hunter. “It is still 
early days but we remain hopeful that the 
Western Quoll might join the Yellow-footed 
Rock Wallaby as a species that is now 
thriving in the region under the protection 
of a dedicated fox and goat control 
program.”

The reintroduction team is optimistic that 
this latest release of Idnya will help in 
the establishment of a viable population 
and, so far, female Idnya are starting 
their breeding season now with pouches 
becoming active and ready for pouch 
young.  

Young are expected to start being born in 
June with juveniles emerging in October 
and most Idnya have settled down and 
established home ranges in the park.

While cats remain the main threat to 
individual Idnya survival, cat control is 
being conducted each month including 
trapping and shooting to give the quolls 
an opportunity to establish sustainable 
populations.  

However, with no long term solution for 
feral cat control in existence, ultimately it 
will be important for the quolls to live in 
proximity to cats as they do in south-west 
Western Australia.

The return of the Idnya to the Flinders 
Ranges is part of Australia’s first public/
private environmental partnership between 
the Department of Environment, Water 
and Natural Resources, the Foundation for 
Australia’s Most Endangered Species and 
WA Department of Parks and Wildlife. 

Further information

Subscribe to Idnya e-News for a 
more detailed email update on the 
Idnya’s progress: send an email 
with the subject “Quoll update” to 
SAAridlands@sa.gov.au

STOP PRESS
Up to 80 Brush-tailed Possums 

will be released in late June along 
river red gum floodplains and 

creek lines in the Flinders Ranges 
National Park. The release will be 
the first time in several decades 

that possums have inhabited 
South Australia’s arid interior 
and will assist with improving 

ecosystem function in the Flinders 
Ranges. This is the second 

trial reintroduction of a locally 
endangered species as part of 

the partnership between FAME 
and DEWNR with the possums 

sourced from the Australian 
Wildlife Conservancy’s Yookamurra 
Sanctuary near Swan Reach. More 
in the next edition of Across The 

Outback.

Those with an interest in the SA Arid 
Lands region are urged to get behind 
the reintroduction program which is relying on public donations for ongoing 
operational support over the next three years which includes monitoring and 
cat control. Donations to the Western Quoll project can be made by visiting 
fame.org.au/projects/western-quoll or contact fame@fame.org.au for more 
information.

The morning after: a presumably 
satisified male Idnya leaves a female 
den site

Below: A male Idnya exhibiting some 
risky behaviour during the breeding 
season
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