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Climate Change Adaptation to Vulnerability Project   
S.A. Murray-Darling Basin NRM Region 
(Incorporating an Integrated Vulnerability Assessment) 
 

“An integrated step toward economic, social and environmental wellbeing in the face  
of long-term climate change” 
 
 

The project is aimed at ñvalue addingò to the body of work that has been and is being undertaken in the S.A. 
Murray-Darling Basin region. 
 
Aims to bring all regional climate change projects and planning together (e.g. SBC, Lower Murray Landscape 
Futures, regional and council strategies). 
 
A project focus will be on disaster management (bushfire, extreme storm, drought) and include priority concerns 
from all sectors. 
 

The following stakeholders are actively involved in the project: 
  
SA Murray-Darling Basin Natural Resources Management Board 
Regional Development Australia (Murraylands and Riverland) 
Local Government Association 
Murray Mallee Local Government Association 
Country Health SA 
Murray & Mallee Zone Emergency Management Committee 
University of Adelaide 
Department for Environment & Natural Resources 

 



Follows the state and local government endorsed model 



Regional Progress 

 

 

 
 
1. Scope:  Define the scope of the study in terms of geography (location, region) and sector (council, industry, 

business) and identify key stakeholders.  
 

 

2. General Climate Change Impacts:  Identify the relevant general climate change stresses that will occur   
 and the likely impacts.  
 
 

3. Key decisions:  Identify the detailed information required to make the key decisions or answer the key 
 questions needed to respond to the general climate change impacts.  
 
 

4. Climate change scenarios: Source relevant downscaled climate change scenarios for the geographic area 
 and timeframes required for detailed studies.  
 
 

5. Detailed climate change impacts and vulnerabilities:  Quantify detailed climate change impacts and / or 
 vulnerabilities relevant to the key decisions.  
 
 

6. Identify adaptation actions:  Identify adaptation actions based on outputs from the integrated climate 
 change vulnerability assessment and prioritise.  

 



Key regional adaptation documents include: 

SA MDB NRM Board Regional Plan 

Regional Development Australia (Murraylands and Riverland) Regional Plan 

Murray & Mallee Zone Emergency Management Plan  

Local Government Association Climate Change Strategy 2008-12  

 

 

Recent regional climate change projects include: 

Integrated Vulnerability Assessment Project 

Strengthening Basin Communities Project 

Adapted Landscape Futures 

Lower Murray Landscape Futures  

Climate Change, Communities and Environment 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

A regional sector agreement helps regions develop their own approaches and actions based on the nature of 
their local economies, population structures, social cohesion and the surrounding natural environment. 
 
Natural Resources SA Murray-Darling Basin (SA MDB NRM Board) has given in principle support to being a 
signatory to a regional sector agreement, and wishes to starts dialogue with likely partners in the region to 
enter into a Regional Sector Agreement as co-signatories. 
 
Regional Development Australia Murraylands and Riverland have indicated support for the agreement. 
 
 
 

The S.A. Murray-5ŀǊƭƛƴƎ .ŀǎƛƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƛƳ ǘƻΥ  
  
ω             Provide coordination for community-driven action on the issues of climate change on behalf of the region  
ω             Provide access to data and information on the economic, environmental and social impact of climate change     
                relevant to the region 
ω             Identify and guide priority climate change education, planning and research needs 
ω             Implement partnership projects that support climate change mitigation or adaptation actions  
ω             Work with local industry and businesses to take advantage of climate change economic opportunities 
ω             Promote sustainable urban design principles in regional development 
 

 

Regional Sector Agreements 

 

 



×  This project is a regional response bringing together all sectors     

      to address climate change and other risk factors 

         

×   A Regional Sector Agreement provides a long term process  

      for cross sectorial linkages 

In Summary 

 

 


