Have a Garden Native to Your Area
Backyards for Wildlife Garden Design Fact Sheet
Why Local Natives?
Native plants are becoming increasingly popular in
private gardens these days as they:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Reduce water and fertiliser use
Require low maintenance
Provide habitat for wildlife
Reduce backyard weeds
Produce some bush food
Look great!

In a word, native plants are right for our environment. They
can thrive in our climate, as well as being visually
attractive. However, native gardens can contribute much
more.
Whether your garden plants are exotic or indigenous, their
interactions with wildlife and the physical environment will
have an effect on the ecosystem far beyond your garden
fence. This is why some exotic garden plants can become
troublesome weeds if they are not carefully managed.
Alternatively, indigenous plants in your garden may
connect genetically with distant populations via
pollinating birds and insects. These and other fauna may
also disperse the seed of your indigenous plants into the
broader landscape. You can use this natural partnership
to put back some of our native plants where they belong!
For this reason, it is important that you choose the plants
that are not just native to Australia, but native to your
local area – the original vegetation association that used
to be in your backyard before European settlement. By
planting these species, and with the help of your garden
visitors, you can actually help to restore the entire unique
vegetation heritage of your neighbourhood!

How to Design a Local Native Garden
No matter what size your garden or budget is, there are
many ways that you can create a garden native to your
area that will support a your local wildlife. Here are some
steps you can follow to design a native garden to suit your
individual need:
1. Discover what you want and decide on a garden style.
Ask yourself some questions like these: What style do I like?
What gardening skills do I have? How much time would I
like to spend on gardening? Would I like my kids play in
the garden?

Generally speaking, a bushgarden needs the least
maintenance, while a formal garden requires more
frequent pruning. If you’d like to spend time with your kids
in the garden, a native lawn is a great idea, while safety
issues should be considered if you are planning a pond.
These considerations will help you to determine which kind
of garden design will suit your needs. Draw up a checklist
if necessary!
2. Measure your property accurately and make a basic
scale drawing with everything that may affect your new
garden. This includes all water and gas pipes, power and
phone cables, external hot water systems, air conditioning
units, heaters, changes in level, existing trees with a north
pointer and the location of damp or rocky areas. Also
make a note of the prevailing wind direction and soil
type.
3. Now you can start drawing your garden layout based
on your style preference and the notes you have made.
You can refer to our BFW Garden Design Factsheets for
some ideas about each style.
Make sure you can see and enjoy your garden from inside
your home, either through a window or down the hallway. This is an important consideration if you want to
create an environment in which children can play safely
in view of the house.
4. Select local native plants for your garden. Always use
plant species that are native to your area. If you are not
sure about which plants to chose, please visit the BFW
website to find your species list (see address below).

5. Plant a range of layers. An important feature of habitat
restoration is to include structural diversity that would
mimic pre-European Adelaide vegetation. Different
animals use different layers for feeding, breeding and
shelter – so providing at lease 3 heights (trees, shrubs and
groundcover) in your garden will attract more wildlife.

11. Take a seat. Taking time out to watch the animals that
visit your garden can be fun. Make sure you have
somewhere you can sit and look at the garden you have
built – and maybe make plans for more plantings or
habitat areas.

6. Try to use plant species with a mix of colours and
textures in the foliage and flowers. A well-considered
colour scheme can unify and harmonise a garden. Using
the same groundcover to fill in empty spaces between
different plants is also a great way to pull all colour
schemes together.

Examples of Native Garden Design

Native shrubs and groundcovers with prickly textures offer
protection to little birds and lizards when they use your
garden. Planting them near food plants and bird baths is
a good idea to provide both shelter and food to specific
groups of animals. Just make sure they aren’t near well
travelled pathways!

Below is one of five examples of native garden templates
of different garden styles. These include: bush garden,
cottage garden, contemporary garden, courtyard
garden and formal garden. Each garden style has its
features and key points of design. Please refer to our BFW
Garden Design Factsheets for detailed information about
these templates and how to create your own gardens in
the style you prefer. You can either simply copy one of
these templates to your backyard, or create your own by
following the steps provided.

7. Select plants that flower throughout the year. Native
plants provide nectar and seeds for local wildlife. Using
plants that flower across the seasons will encourage more
wildlife to visit your garden.
8. Consider the mature height and width of each plant
species and leave enough space for them to grow in the
future. The tall plants should be placed at the back,
usually against the wall or fence, with small ones at the
front. Before putting plants in the ground, arrange the pots
or tubestocks where they are to go so that you can see
how they will look. Avoid planting in rows unless you want
a formal garden or a formal screen.
9. Don’t forget to add an oasis like a birdbath, pond or
water feature to encourage wildlife to use your garden. It
will also provide a cooling and attractive focal point for
you to enjoy, especially in summer.
Animals rely on fresh clean water daily, so be aware that
there is some maintenance involved in installing a water
source in your garden. A handy tip is to plant cover and
food plants around your water features to facilitate
animal use.
10. Add mulch, rocks and logs to your garden. Mulch is a
great way to lock in soil moisture after rain and reduce
weed growth. In summer it lowers stress to plants by
keeping soil temperatures down. It also provides habitat
for bugs and slugs that in turn are food sources for native
frogs, lizards and birds. Pieces of logs and fallen tree limbs
provide valuable habitat for native fauna and insects.

Sample native garden template – cottage garden

Do Natives Gardens Always Look Messy?
Although native plants largely benefit our
environment, they don't appeal to everybody, with
their natural, scrubby, bushy style, especially when it
comes to a contemporary or formal garden.
The garden style, however, largely depends on the
placement of plants rather than the types of plants
you choose. Just about any recognised garden style
can be achieved with native plants. By arranging
plants in regular shapes your garden can look tidy
and orderly. Many natives can tolerate pruning. A
little bit of maintenance can create a neat looking
and stylish native garden.
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