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Yalata Community threat 
assessment surveys 

The second project implemented 
on the December field trip was the 
community threat assessment surveys.  
These surveys, carried out annually 
in conjunction with the women of 
the nearby Yalata Community, are 
conducted at six high-use recreational 
areas/campsites. These included Hilton, 
Bob’s Kitchen (Jerry’s Beach), Jaxsons, 
Geues, Coombra and Granites. 

Participants walked a 1km section of 
the beach, covering 500m on either 
side of the six nominated campsites 
to monitor disturbance and threats 
from recreational activities such as 
fishing, camping and off-road vehicle 
use. Other data collected included: 
species presence, predator presence and 

habitat variables. This data is added to 
a long-term data set, informing future 
management strategies and threat 
mitigation.

This season the Yalata Women’s 
Centre assisted in these surveys with 
Jess Viersma, Coordinator, Yalata 
Women’s group and Mellissa Windlass, 
teaming up with Natural Resources 
AW’s Community Project Officer, 
Nathan Williams to carry out 3 of the 6 
assessments. 

The research team below left to right: Donna Belder, 
(Researcher, Adelaide University), Leah Kyriacou 
(Project Support Officer), Adam Wood (Manager, 
Program Development and Reporting) both from 
Natural Resources AW, Daniel Bailey (NRM Officer) 
NR EP Streaky Bay, Andrew Brooks (Volunteer from 
Ceduna community), Nathan Williams (Project 
Officer) Natural Resources AW with Paul Gregory, 
Natural Resources AW (behind the camera).

Adam recording penguin carcass

Donna checking along the shoreline (photos by Leah)

Threatened species: Top: Pied Oystercatcher 
     Bottom: Juvenile Red-capped Plover    

(photos courtesy of Paul Gregory)

Water: Marine
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While conducting the shorebird 
surveys two logger-head turtles 
were discovered washed up along 
the Yalata coast. Turtles do not 
usually live around this section of the 
Australian coastline and for those who 
travel on the currents into the Bight 
their prospects of survival are poor.  
Unfortunately the high energy waves 
generally prevent them from being 
able to swim back out to sea once they 
have been washed ashore. 

The carcass of an adult logger-head 
turtle was found near Twin Rocks. 
It appeared to have died only a few 
days prior to being discovered.  It was 
photographed, measured and a tissue 
sample (DNA) taken to be sent to the 
South Australian Museum for research 
purposes. 

A second logger-head turtle was 
found on the beach near the Granites 
campsite.   Although it was alive it 
appeared extremely exhausted.

Members of the shorebird survey 
team made a number of attempts 
to carry it out past the breaking 
waves in the hope it might be able 
to catch the current away from 
shore. Unfortunately, in its weakened 
condition it repeatedly washed ashore 
and later died. 

Logger-head Turtles Discovered During Survey

 
Threats to Shorebirds chart: Dec 2013

The shorebird count and community 
threat assessment surveys coincided 
with the recreational fishing survey 
(see page opposite) in the Yalata beach 
area. 

This presented the two teams with 
the opportunity to get together in 
the evenings for various recreational 
activities including fishing, walking and 
light photography (thanks to Andrew). 
Leah and Donna put together some 
great meals and fresh salmon, cooked in 
the coals, was enjoyed by all thanks to 
Nathan and his fishing skills. 

Yalata Coastal Region: Shorebird Surveys (cont...)

Paul Gregory attempting to take the 
stranded turtle out beyond the breaking surf

Top: Exhausted Loggerhead turtle washed up on beach
Bottom: Details of Loggerhead turtle carcass recorded  

and sample taken for future studies


