Cape Willoughby lightstation
Self guided walk
Cape Willoughby has long been a landmark. Even before
Kangaroo Island finally separated from the mainland
around 8,500 years ago, this headland was a prominent hill
overlooking a coastal plain.

Cape Willoughby was home to lightkeeping families for
more than 140 years – our last keeper left in 1992. Unlike the
lighthouses on the remote western end of Kangaroo Island,
the keepers here enjoyed regular contact with the local
settler and farming families.
Both Seymour and Thomas cottages are available for holiday
rental. Each sleeps up to eight guests in comfort. With
panoramic views of Cape Willoughby and the seas beyond,
the cottages provide a great opportunity to experience the
atmosphere and seclusion of the lightkeeping life.
With food and supplies arriving by ship only every three
months, the keepers had to be resourceful with their kitchen
gardens and fishing rods! The road to the lighthouse was only
established in the 1940s.

For more information
In 1802 Matthew Flinders became the first navigator to
chart Backstairs Passage. Soon after, sealers and whalers
moved into the region.
In 1849 work commenced on the lighthouse. The light was
first shown in January 1852. For the first 65 years the light
source was 15 oil-burning lanterns. Then came a pressure
kerosene light and eventually electric light in the 1950’s.
A major change in 1925 was the installation of a first order
Fresnel lens and new lantern room – both re-located from
Tiparra Reef in Moonta Bay in Spencer Gulf. This lens and
lantern room were removed in 1974. They are now on show
at the Hope Cottage Museum in Kingscote.
Cape Willoughby is still a working lighthouse and crucial
navigational aid. Since 2011 the lantern has been powered
by an efficient LED light.
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You are here

10.

Site of Original Flag Pole

Please return here after your walk, and return your
brochure for re-use.

Signal flags were hoisted to communicate with passing
ships.

2.

11.

Limestone water tanks

Built in 1939 for rain water catchment, each family had
6000 gallons. They are still in use today.
3.

Toilets for your convenience.

4.

Headstone.

This carpenter was working on the original jarrah spiral
staircase in the tower at the time of his death. His body was
returned to Adelaide and buried in the Cheltenham
Cemetery. The lease on his grave site expired, so the
headstone was returned to Cape Willoughby.
5.

Whale Bones

Here are remains (2 lower jaw bones and part of the skull)
of a young Sperm Whale that beached at Penneshaw in
1987. Some of the vertebrae are on display in the Visitor
Centre. The dead whale was towed out to sea while being
attacked by White Pointer sharks. Southern Right and
Humpback Whales are often seen from Cape Willoughby
during Winter.
6.

Granite rock

The holes in this rock were made with hammer
and chisel. By plugging the holes with wood
and keeping it wet, the expanding wood would
split the rock. The granite was then shaped by
hand and used to build the Lighthouse.
7.

Weather Station

This only surviving original storeroom housed
oil and kerosene which were fuels for the early
light. The building was then used as a
Weather Station where manual weather
reports were taken until 2004.
8.

Anemometer

A computer at the base of the anemometer
automatically measures the wind speed and
direction. This, and other weather details, are
recorded automatically every minute and
transmitted to the Bureau of Meteorology in
Adelaide. Cape Willoughby often records the
highest wind speeds in SA.
9.

Stephenson Screen

This contains the wet and dry thermometers
for temperature readings. Cape Willoughby
often records some of the coolest
temperatures for SA in the Summer months.

Cape Willoughby Lighthouse (Sturt Light)

Built of granite and lime mortar, it is the oldest lighthouse
in SA, first lit in January 1852. It is a functioning navigation
aid to assist ships to pass safely through Backstairs
Passage. Access into the tower is by guided tour only.
12.

Devils Kitchen

This gully is the quarry site for granite during lighthouse
construction, starting in 1849. The keepers called it the
Devils Cauldron.
13.

Accommodation cottages

These cottages were built for the light keepers in 1927.
Seymour Cottage was last lived in by a lighthouse keeper
until 1992 when the light station was unmanned. They can
now rented as holiday accommodation. The cottage yards
are a restricted area. Please respect guest’s privacy.

